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PREFACE.

THE following account of the Medical Depart-

ment of the Army of the Potomac, has been pre-

pared amidst pressing engagements, in the hope

that the labors of the Medical Officers of that

Army may be known to an intelligent people,

with whom to know is to appreciate ;
and as an

affectionate tribute to many long my zealous and

efficient colleagues who, in days of trial and

danger, which have passed, let us hope never

to return, evinced their devotion to their country

and to the cause of humanity, without hope of

promotion, or expectation of reward.

Near SAN BUENAVENTURA, OAL.,

February 1st, 1866.





MEDICAL KECOLLECTI^SS*

OF THE

ARMY OP THE POTOMAC

IN obedience to orders from the War Depart-

ment, dated June 23, 1862, 1 reported on the 1st day

of July to Major-General McClellan at Haxhall's

Landing, on the James River, for duty as Medical

Director of the Army of the Potomac, and on the

4th took charge of the Medical Department of that

army.

On arriving at the White House, June 28th, I found

there was no communication between that depot and

the headquarters of the army, then en route for

James River. At the former point I met Mr. Olm-

stead and several other members of the Sanitary

Commission, whose labors, here as elsewhere, were

arduous and successful. It was necessary that the

medical supplies and the transports for the wounded



6 MEDICAL KECOLLECTIONS OF

and sick should "be sent up the James Kiver to meet

the wants of the army. And as it was impossible

to obtain the requisite orders from Dr. Tripler,

then Medical Director as the telegraph wires had

been cut and feeling sure that that experienced

officer would approve my exerting authority in such

a case, I directed Assistant-Surgeon Alexander,

U. S. A., and Assistant-Surgeon Dunster, U. S. A.,

the Medical Director of Transportation, to proceed

up that river with their supplies and vessels with all

possible despatch. They reached Harrison's Landing
in time to be of the greatest service. The troops for

several consecutive days and nights had been march-

ing and fighting among the swamps and streams

which, abounding in this part of Virginia, render it

almost a Serbonian bog. The malaria arising from

these hotbeds of disease began to manifest its baneful

effects upon the health of the men when they reached

Harrison's Landing. The labors of the troops had

been excessive, the excitement intense
; they were

obliged to subsist upon marching rations, and little

time was afforded to prepare the meagre allowance.

They seldom slept, and even when the opportunity

offered, it was to lie in the mud with the expectation

of being called to arms at any moment. When it is

remembered how short a time this army had been

under discipline, we are surprised that it should have
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submitted so cheerfully to the orders of the command-

ing General, and endured the sufferings which, for the

sake of the country, those orders of necessity entailed.

This marching and fighting in such a region, in such

weather, with lack of food, want of rest, great excite-

ment, and the depression necessarily consequent upon

it, could have no other effect than that of greatly in-

creasing the numbers of sick after the army reached

Harrison's Landing. Scurvy existed in the army when

it reached this point. The seeds had doubtless been

planted by want of vegetables, exposure to cold and

wet, working and sleeping in the mud and rain, and

the inexperience of the troops in taking proper care of

themselves under difficult circumstances. This disease

is not to be dreaded merely for the numbers it sends

upon the Keports of Sick : the evil goes much further,

and the causes which give rise to it undermine the

strength, depress the spirits, take away the courage

and elasticity of those who do not report themselves

sick, and who yet are not well. They do not feel sick,

and yet their energy, their powers of endurance, and

their willingness to undergo hardship, are in a great

degree gone, and they know not why. In this way
the fighting strength of the army was affected to a

much greater degree than was indicated by the num-

ber of those who reported sick. All these hardships

reacted upon the Medical officers in common with the
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rest of the army. A number of them became sick

from the exposure and privations to which they had

been subjected, and those who did not succumb en-

tirely to these influences were worn out by the exces-

sive labor required of them during the Campaign upon

the Peninsula, especially by that incident to the

battles immediately preceding the arrival of the army

at Harrison's Landing. The nature of the military

operations unavoidably placed the Medical Depart-

ment in a condition far from satisfactory. The sup-

plies had been exhausted almost entirely, or had from

necessity been abandoned the hospital tents had

been almost universally left behind or destroyed the

ambulances were not in condition to render effective

service, and circumstances required a much larger

number of Medical officers to perform the duties of

that portion of the Stan
7
. It was impossible to obtain

proper reports of the number of sick in the army
when it reached Harrison's Landing. After about six

thousand had been sent away on the transports, twelve

thousand seven hundred and ninety-five remained.

The data on which to base the precise percentage of

sick and wounded could not then be obtained
;
but

from the most careful estimate which I could make,

the sickness amounted to at least twenty per cent.

On the 1st of July I directed the " Harrison House "

to be taken and used as an hospital. It was the only
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available building in that vicinity, although entirely

inadequate to meet the wants of the army. At that

time only a few wall tents could be obtained with

which to enlarge the capacity of the hospital no

hospital tents could be procured. The rain began to

fall heavily on the morning of the 2d, and continued

with little interruption until the evening of the 3d.

A few wounded came to the hospital on the 1st, but

on the 2d, and thereafter for several days, they came

in great numbers. Relays of medical officers were

required day and night, and continued to work faith-

fully until all the wounded who desired assistance had

received it. In the absence of tents no shelter could

be provided, and the vast majority, being slightly

wounded, were obliged to find protection from the

rain as best they could
;
the more serious cases were

kept in the building. The greatest difficulty expe-

rienced at this time was to provide proper food, which

very many needed more than any medical or surgical

aid. Very soon large cauldrons and supplies of beef-

stock were obtained from the Medical Purveyor, and

hard bread from the Commissary Department, by

means of which an excellent soup was prepared and

freely issued, cooks being at first employed night and

day. This hospital was afterwards enlarged by hos-

pital tents so as to contain twelve hundred patients,

and when the army left Harrison's Landing the tents
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were removed to Craney Island, near Fortress Monroe,

and an hospital established there by Surgeon Stocker,

U. S. Vols., who conducted the removal and reestab-

lishment of the hospital speedily and well. The

transports for the sick and wounded, except those

that had been sent North from the Pamunkey Kiver,

reached the army on the 2d of July. These vessels

were fitted up with beds, bedding, medicines, hospital

stores, food, with many delicacies, and arrangements

for their preparation ; every thing, indeed, that was

necessary for the comfort and well-being of the

wounded and sick. Surgeons, stewards, and nurses

were assigned to their respective boats, and remained

with them wherever they went. I doubt if vessels

have ever been so completely fitted up for the trans-

portation of the sick and wounded as these had been

by order of Surgeon-General Hammond. The ship-

ment of the wounded began on the 2d of July, and was

continued day and night until a very large number had

been sent away. The want of shelter and proper accom-

modation at that time rendered it necessary to send

away many who, under more favorable circumstances,

would have been retained with the army. The weather

was so inclement, the mud so excessive, the shelter so in-

adequate, that there was an evident disposition on the

part of Medical officers to look leniently upon any

cases of sickness or of wounds. Had they not been
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sent on board, they must have remained without pro-

tection from the elements, and without proper food.

On the 15th of July about seven thousand had been

sent to Fortress Monroe and the North. Much valu-

able assistance was rendered by a number of medical

and other gentlemen who left their homes to alleviate

the sufferings of the wounded. Some came appar-

ently for the sake of notoriety, and did nothing; but

their shortcomings were atoned for by the good deeds

of many others, prominent among whom were Dr. Keed

and Dr. McKennan, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Clement

C. Barclay, of Philadelphia, so well known through-

out the Army of the Potomac for his active benevo-

lence.

During the first week the shipment of the

wounded was in progress, the troops began to feel the

effects of miasmatic and other influences, as evinced

in the prevalence of malarial fevers of a typhoid

type, diarrhcea, and scurvy. My attention was then

directed to the most expeditious method of improving

the health of the army. The means considered proper

for adoption (some of which had already been en-

forced with great benefit), were set forth in a com-

munication I addressed, on the 18th of July, to

Brigadier-General S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant-

General. An extract from this communication was,

by order of the Commanding General, published to
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the army in orders, and from this I quote the follow-

ing:

" The diseases prevailing in our own army are

generally of a mild type, and are not increasing ;

their chief causes are, in my opinion, the want of

proper food (and that improperly prepared), expo-

sure to the malaria of swamps, and the inclemencies

of the weather, excessive fatigue, and the want of

natural rest, combined with great excitement of

several days' duration, and the exhaustion consequent

thereon. I would recommend, to remedy these evils,

that food with abundance of fresh vegetables,

shelter, rest with a moderate amount of exercise,

be given all the troops, and general and personal

police enforced. To accomplish this I would suggest

that an abundant supply of fresh onions and potatoes

be used by the troops daily for a fortnight, and

thereafter at least twice a week, cost what they may ;

that the dessicated vegetables, dried apples, or

peaches, and pickles, be used thrice a week
;
that a

supply of fresh bread, by floating ovens or other

methods, be distributed at least three times a week
;

that the food be prepared by companies and not by

squads; and that there be two men detailed from

each company as permanent cooks to be governed in

making the soups, and cooking by the enclosed direc-
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tions
;
that wells "be dug as deep atb& water will

.**> vT
permit ;

that the troops be provjje<^with tents (or

other shelter) to protect them j^^^he sun and rain,

which shall be raised daily, Rn^>struck once a week
ojjf

and placed upon new ground^the tentes cPaJbri also

to be placed over new ground once a week
;

that

men be required to cut pine tops, spread them

thickly in their tents, and not sleep on the ground ;

that camps be formed, not in the woods, but a short

distance from them, where a free circulation of pure

air can be procured, and where the ground has been

exposed to the sun and air to such an extent as to

vitiate the noxious exhalations from the human body,

and from the decaying vegetation. Sleep during the

day will not compensate for the loss of it at night,

and I suggest that as far as possible the troops be

allowed the natural time for rest
;

that not more

than two drills a day be had, one in the morning

from quarter past six to seven o'clock, one in the

evening from half past six to quarter past seven

o'clock
;
that the men be allowed to sleep until sun-

rise, and that they have their breakfast as soon as

they rise this with the labor required for policing

will be sufficient during the present season; that

when troops march they should have breakfast (if

only a cup of coffee) before starting, and after their

arrival in camp each man be given a gill of whiskey



14 MEDICAL BECOLLECTIONS OF

in a canteen three-fourths filled with water. I would

also recommend that the strictest attention be paid

to policing, general and special ;
that all the troops

be compelled to bathe once a week, a regiment at a

time being marched to the river from a brigade, one

hour after sunrise or an hour and a half before sun-

set, to remain in the water fifteen minutes; that

sinks be dug and used, six inches of earth being

thrown into them daily, and when filled to within

two feet of the surface, new sinks be dug and the old

ones to be filled up ;
that holes be dug at each com-

pany kitchen for the refuse matter and filled in like

manner
;
that the entire grounds of each regiment be

thoroughly policed every day, and the refuse matter,

including that from stables and wagon yards, be

buried two feet below the surface, or burned
;
that

dead animals, and the blood and offal from slaugh-

tered animals, be not merely covered with earth, but

buried at least four feet under ground; that the

spaces between regiments be kept policed, and no

nuisance whatever be allowed anywhere within the

limits of this army ;
and that regimental commanders

be held strictly accountable that this most important

matter is attended to. I think if these suggestions

be carried into effect, that we may with reason expect

the health of this army to be in as good a state as

that of any army in the field. Every effort is
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being made by the Commissary and Quartermas-

ter Departments to provide such articles as I have

mentioned belonging to their departments."

This extract will be sufficient to explain the views

I entertained on this subject, so vital to the army and

the country. On the 2d of July I addressed a letter

to Surgeon-General Hammond, asking that one thou-

sand hospital tents, and two hundred ambulances,

might speedily be sent for the use of the army. I

felt convinced that great destitution in tents would

be found to exist, that many ambulances had been

lost, and that it would be necessary to replace both

these articles. The tents, I considered, would be

especially needed to shelter the wounded and sick,

whom it would be desirable to keep with the

army.

Nothing so disheartens troops, and causes homesick-

ness among those who are well, as sending the sick to

the Hospitals outside the army to which they belong ;

such was the experience of the armies in the Crimea

and it is that of all armies. On the 7th of July

the Quartermaster-General at Washington informed

me that few hospital tents were on hand, and on the

9th that he had ordered two hundred ambulances

from Philadelphia, and two hundred and fifty hospital

tents from Washington to Fortress Monroe
;
and that
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the remaining seven hundred and fifty hospital tents

would be forwarded as soon as they were made.

Three hundred of these tents reached Harrison's

Landing on the 18th of July, and on the 1st of

August a large number arrived, which were used for

the sick the ambulances were distributed before the

army left. Before the communication of July 18th

was written to Brigadier-General Williams, the exist-

ence of scurvy attracted my serious attention. I con-

sulted with Colonel Clarke, the chief commissary of

the army, who ordered large supplies of potatoes,

onions, cabbage, tomatoes, squashes, and beets, and

fresh bread. The first arrival of antiscorbutics was

on the Yth of July potatoes and onions arrived on

the 20th and thereafter the supplies were so abun-

dant that potatoes, onions, and cabbage rotted at the

wharf, for want of some one to take them away. The

fresh bread was eagerly sought for by the men, who

loathed the hard bread which they had used for so

many weeks. This loathing was no affectation, for this

bread is difficult to masticate is dry and insipid

absorbs all the secretions poured into the mouth and

stomach, and leaves none for the digestion of other

portions of the food. In addition to the vegetables

and fresh bread procured by the Commissary Depart-

ment, fifteen hundred boxes of fresh lemons were

issued by the Medical Purveyor to the various hos-
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pitals and to the troops. The beneficial effect of this

treatment soon became perceptible in the health of

the men, and when we left Harrison's Landing scurvy

had disappeared from the Army of the Potomac. In

consequence of the authority given me by Surgeon-

General Hammond to call directly upon the Medical

Purveyors at New York, Philadelphia, and Washing-

ton, for all that I considered necessary, the Medical

Department of this army was fully supplied with

every thing requisite for the proper treatment of the

sick and wounded.

Ice was freely supplied to the hospitals and trans-

ports.' Instructions on the important subject of police

were issued, and inspections frequently made by medi-

cal officers in the different corps, by officers sent from

the Medical Director's office, and by myself, to see that

they were enforced. This duty was very laborious

during the excessive heat prevailing in July and

August. In a few regiments the sickness increased,

in others it remained nearly stationary, and in others

it decreased one-half; the cases became less severe,

yielded more readily to treatment, and on the whole,

the health of the army was rapidly improving. It is

impossible to convey to any one, not mingling with

troops, a correct idea of this improvement. The num-

ber reported sick on the regimental returns cannot be

taken as the true condition of the health of the army,
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upon its arrival at that point. The want of proper

nourishment, the depressing effects of the climate, and

of the labors and anxieties endured, undermined the

strength and spirits of a great many who apparently

were well, so that the effective strength of the army

when it reached Harrison's Landing, and for some

time after, was less than the returns would indicate.

On the other hand, there are many ways in which

improved health manifests itself, which cannot ade-

quately be described. There is so much in the

appearance, in the life and vivacity exhibited by
men in their slightest actions, even in the voice,

which conveys to one's mind the impression of health

and spirits, of the presence of vigorous and manly

courage, which to be understood must be felt it can-

not be told. The real strength of the army when it

left Harrison's Landing was greater than the number

reported sick would make it appear. It was agreea-

ble to notice that the measures adopted were so ably

and so cordially carried into effect by the Medical

Directors of Corps, and their subordinate officers, for

to their exertions the improvement in the health of

the troops was principally due. From the 15th of

July until the 3d of August the transports fitted up
for carrying the sick and wounded were employed

chiefly in bringing from City Point our wounded

who had been taken prisoners during the "Seven
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days," andconvey ing them to New York, Philadel-

phia, Baltimore, and Washington. The first vessels

despatched to City Point conveyed, by direction of

the Commanding General, large supplies of lemons,

brandy, lint, and such articles as were considered

necessary (by the Medical Director) for the comfort

of our men with a request to the Commander of the

Confederate forces that he would receive them, and

have them distributed : the request was not granted,

and the articles were returned. The reason for this

course may have been satisfactory to the enemy, but

it is difficult to perceive upon what grounds, either of

humanity or military etiquette, it rested. It certainly

could not have taken from his strength to have

allowed these sufferers the comforts which we were

so anxious for them to enjoy. The transports were

stopped at Harrison's Landing, on their way north,

that General McClellan might visit them, and that I

might inspect them, and be certain from personal

observation that every thing was in proper order, and

all supplies and attention given to the wounded that

were necessary for their welfare. Three thousand

eight hundred and forty-five of these prisoners were

comfortably transported in these vessels. The boats,

on their return trips from the north, were loaded

with exchanged Confederate prisoners who were not

sick or wounded, and were employed in this duty
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until after the 6th of August. The condition of these

vessels, on their arrival at Harrison's Landing with

these men, beggars description filthy Ibeyond con-

ception, and infested with vermin, they stank in

one's nostrils. In this state they were turned over

again to the Medical Department. It was just at

this time, and before all the vessels had returned,

that preparations were made for the Army to evacuate

the Peninsula. A vast amount of labor was required

to place these vessels in even a presentable condition

for the reception of sick and wounded, but the exi-

gencies of the service demanded their immediate use.

The shipment of wounded and sick began on the 3d

of August, at which time but few of the transports

were at my disposal. The chief Quartermaster, Colo-

nel (now Major-General) Ingalls, gave me every aid

in his power, and placed boats under my orders at

different times. On the 15th of August, before the

Army left its encampment, over fourteen thousand had

been sent away. The shipment would have been

much more rapid had the transports remained al-

ways under my control. In one day over five thou-

sand six hundred were sent away. It is false economy

to use medical transports as vessels for freight, con-

veying troops, etc., as in this instance they should

be used for no other purpose than that for which they

are designed. If they are, the vessels cannot be kept
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clean
; bedding becomes ruined and lost, even when

packed away. The sick and wounded must be sent in

more or less haste, which is the cause of another

serious evil the want of time to have the cases that

are to be sent away properly examined. From this

cause many were taken on board who should not have

been received. Many cases were sent from regiments

which had marched, by Colonels or Captains (without

the knowledge of the Medical officers), who were fully

able to perform the duties required of them, and under

the circumstances it became necessary to transport

them on the boats. There are always numbers of

skulkers and worthless men in an army, who are con-

stantly endeavoring to escape duty, and the most

common means is to report sick. These are the cases

which require most careful examination, and these the

men who raise the cry of the inhumanity of Surgeons.

Out of three thousand cases examined at Fortress

Monroe, Va., upon our arrival there, one-fifth were

found fit for duty an instance of the impolicy of

using medical transports for other purposes. I had

sent Assistant-Surgeon Thomas McMillin, U. S. A., to

Fortress Monroe to superintend the pitching of four

hundred and fifty hospital tents near that place, and

to make the necessary arrangements for the care of

the sick who would be sent there. Assistant-Surgeon

McClellan, U. S. A., was directed to take charge of
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the large and important hospital then in course of con-

struction near the same fortification. Both of these

officers acted with energy and judgment, and deserve

credit for their efficiency. Every vessel employed in

transporting sick and wounded was supplied with

Surgeons, cooks, and nurses, and all the necessary ap-

pliances. When the time and means are considered,

it will, I think, be conceded that seldom has so large

a number of sick and wounded been so speedily, so

comfortably, and so safely transported. The zeal

and ability displayed by Assistant-Surgeon Dunster,

U. S. A. (who was in immediate charge of this transpor-

tation), cannot be forgotten. The supplies appertain-

ing to the Medical Department, owing to the excel-

lent manner in which the duties of Purveyor were

performed by Assistant-Surgeon Alexander, were in

every respect ample while we were encamped at Har-

rison's Landing ;
and when the army left that place it

was, so far as the Medical Department was concerned,

fully equipped for another campaign. The subject of

the ambulances became, after the health of'the troops,

a matter of importance. No system had anywhere

been devised for their management. They were under

the control both of Medical officers and Quartermas-

ters, and, as a natural consequence, little care was ex-

ercised over them by either. They could not be de-

pended upon for efficient service in time of action or
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upon a march, and were too often used as if they had

been made for the convenience of commanding officers.

The system I devised was based upon the idea that

they should not be under the immediate control of

Medical officers, whose duties, especially on the day

of battle, would prevent any proper supervision ;
but

that other officers, appointed for that especial purpose,

should have direct charge of the horses, harness, am-

bulances, etc., and yet under such regulations as

would enable Medical officers at all times to procure

them with facility when needed for their legitimate

purpose.

Neither the proper kind nor the number of ambu-

lances was in the army at that time, but it was neces-

sary, nevertheless, to devise such a system as would

render most available the materials upon the spot

without waiting for the arrival of the additional

number that had been asked for, only a portion of

which ever came.

Under such views I prepared the following system,

which, meeting the cordial approval of the Command-

ing General, was, by his direction, published in

orders, viz. :
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" HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, )

"
Camp near Harrison's Landing, Fa., Aug. 2, 1862. )

" SPECIAL OEDEES, )

No. 147. ]

"The following regulations for the organization

of the ambulance corps and the management of ambu-

lance trains, are published for the information and

government of all concerned. Commanders of Army

Corps will see that they are carried into effect without

delay.
"

1. The ambulance corps will be organized on the

basis of a captain to each Army Corps, as the command-

ant of the ambulance corps ;
a first lieutenant for a

division, second lieutenant for a brigade, and a ser-

geant for each regiment.
"

2. The allowance of ambulances and transport

carts will be : one transport cart, one four-horse and

two two-horse ambulances for a regiment ;
one two-

horse ambulance for each battery of artillery; and

two two-horse ambulances for the headquarters of each

Army Corps. Each ambulance will be provided with

two stretchers.

"
3. The privates of the ambulance corps will con-

sist of two men and a driver to each ambulance, and

one driver to each transport cart.

"
4. The captain is the commander of all the am-

bulances and transport carts in the Army Corps, under
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the direction of the Medical Director. He will pay

special attention to the condition of the ambulances,

horses, harness, etc., requiring daily inspections to be

made by the commanders of the division ambulances,

and reports thereof to be made to him by these

officers. He will make a personal inspection once a

week of all the ambulances, transport carts, horses,

harness, etc., whether they have been used for any

other purpose than the transportation of the sick and

wounded and medical supplies, reports of which will

be transmitted, through the Medical Director of the

Army Corps, to the Medical Director ofthe Army every

Sunday morning. He will institute a drill in his

corps, instructing his men in the most easy and expe-

ditious method of putting men in and taking them

out of the ambulances, taking men from the ground,

and placing and carrying them on stretchers, observ-

ing that the front man steps off with the left foot and

the rear man with the right, etc. He will be espe-

cially careful that the ambulances and transport carts

are at all times in order, provided with attendants,

drivers, horses, etc., and the kegs rinsed and filled

daily with fresh water, that he may be able to move

at any moment. Previous to, and in time of action,

he will receive from the Medical Director of the Army

Corps his orders for the distribution of the ambu-

lances and the points to which he will carry the
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wounded, using the light two-horse ambulances for

bringing men from the field, and the four-horse ones

for carrying those already attended to further to the

rear, if the Medical Director considers it necessary.

He will give his personal attention to the removal of

the sick and wounded from the field and to and from

the hospitals, going from point to point to ascertain

what may be wanted, and to see that his subordinates

(for whose conduct he will be responsible) attend to

their duties in taking care of the wounded, treating

them with gentleness and care, and removing themO 7 O

as quickly as possible to the places pointed out, and

that the ambulances reach their destination. He will

make a full and detailed report, after every action and

march, of the operations of the ambulance corps.
"

5. The first lieutenant assigned to the ambu-

lance corps of a division will have complete control,

under the commander of the whole corps and the

Medical Director, of all the ambulances, transport

carts, ambulance horses, etc., in the division. He will

be the acting assistant quartermaster for the division

ambulance corps, and will receipt and be responsible

for the property belonging to it, and be held responsi-

ble for any deficiency in ambulances, transport carts,

horses, harness, etc., pertaining to the ambulance corps

of the division. He will have a travelling cavalry

forge, a blacksmith, and a saddler, who will be under
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his orders to enable him to keep his train in order.

He will receive a daily inspection report of all the

ambulances, horses, etc., under his charge from the

officer in charge of brigade ambulance corps ;
will see

that the subordinates attend strictly to their duties at

all times, and will inspect the corps under his charge

once a week, a report of which inspection he will

transmit to the commander of the ambulance corps.
"

6. The second lieutenant in command of the am-

bulances of a brigade will be under the immediate

orders of the commander of the ambulance corps for

the division, and have superintendence of the ambu-

lance corps for the brigade.
"

7. The sergeant in charge of the ambulance corps

for a regiment will conduct the drills, inspections, etc.,

under the orders of the commander of the brigade

ambulance corps, and will be particular in enforcing

rigidly all orders he may receive from his superior

officers. The officers and non-commissioned officers

of this corps will be mounted.
"

8. The detail for this corps will be made with

care by Commanders of Army Corps, and no officer or

man will be detailed for this duty except those known

to be active and efficient, and no man will be relieved

except by orders from these headquarters. Should

any officer or man detailed for this duty be found not

fitted for it, representation of the fact will be made
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by the Medical Director of the Army Corps to the

Medical Director of this Army.
"

9. Two medical officers from the reserve corps of

Surgeons of each division and an hospital steward, who

will be with the medicine wagon, will be detailed by
the Medical Director of the Army Corps to accompany

the ambulance train when on the march, the train of

each division being kept together, and will see that

the sick and wounded are properly attended to. A
medicine wagon will accompany each train.

"
10. The officers connected with the corps must

be with the trains on a march, observing that no one

rides in the ambulances without the authority of the

Medical officers, except in urgent cases
;
but men must

not be allowed to suffer when the Medical officers

cannot be found. Use a sound discretion in this

matter, and be especially careful that the men and

drivers are in their proper places. The place for the

ambulances is in front of all wagon trains.

"11. When in camp the ambulances, transport

carts, and ambulance corps will be parked with the

brigade, under the supervision of the commander of

the corps for the brigade. They will be used on the

requisition of the regimental Medical officers, trans-

mitted to the commander of the brigade ambulance

corps, for transporting the sick to various points and

procuring medical supplies, and for nothing else. The
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non-commissioned officer in charge will always accom-

pany the ambulances or transport carts when on this

or any other duty, and he will be held responsible

they are used for none other than their legitimate

purposes. Should any officer infringe upon this order

regarding the uses of ambulances, etc., he will be

reported by the officer in charge to the commander of

the train, all the particulars being given.
"
12. The officer in charge of a train will at once

remove every thing not legitimate, and if there be not

room for it in the baggage wagons of the regiment,

will leave it on the road. Any attempt by a superior

officer to prevent him from doing his duty in this or

any other instance, he will promptly report to the

Medical Director of the Army Corps, who will lay the

matter before the Commander of the Corps. The latter

will, at the earliest possible moment, place the officer

offending in arrest for trial for disobedience of orders.

"
13. Good serviceable horses will be used for the

ambulances and transport carts, and will not be taken

for any other purpose, except by orders from these

headquarters.
"
14. The uniform of this corps is for privates, a

green band, two inches broad, around the cap, a green

half-chevron, two inches broad, on each arm above the

elbow, and to be armed with revolvers
;
non-commis-

sioned officers to wear the same band around the cap
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as the privates, chevrons two inches broad, and green,

with the point toward the shoulder, on each arm

above the elbow.

"
15. No person will be allowed to carry from the

field any wounded or sick except this corps.

"16. The commanders of the ambulance corps, on

being detailed, will report without delay to the Med-

ical Director at these headquarters for instructions.

All division, brigade, or regimental Quartermasters

having any ambulances, transport carts, ambulance

horses, or harness, etc., in their possession, will turn

them in at once to the commander of the division

ambulance corps.

"By command of Maj.-Gen. McCLELLAN.

"
(Signed) S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General"

This system being entirely new, much labor was

necessary to put it in operation ;
and as the order

was not received from the printer's until a few days

before we left Harrison's Handing, there were many

details that could not be enforced. Imperfectly as the

order was carried into effect on our march from the

James Kiver to Yorktown and Fortress Monroe, I felt

convinced from what I saw of the operation of the

system that, when fully understood and carried out,

the ambulances would be of much greater service to
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the wounded and sick. I have been informed that

the contrast exhibited (during the battles fought by

Major-General Pope in the latter part of August,

1862) between the action of the ambulances belong-

ing to the Army of the Potomac and those corps in

which this system did not exist, was very striking in

favor of the former. At the battle of Fredericks-

burg, on the 13th of December, 1862, this system was,

for the first time, put into operation and severely

tested, and, as will be seen hereafter, it satisfactorily

met the demands made upon it. Every thing having

been done, while at Harrison's Landing, that was con-

sidered necessary and that time permitted, to place the

Medical Department in a condition for active service,

little was required of me during the march to For-

tress Monroe, which began on the 16th of August, nor

did any thing worthy of mention occur. While the

Army was at Harrison's Landing I inspected the hos-

pitals at Point Lookout, Fortress Monroe, and its im-

mediate vicinity, Portsmouth and Newport News,

which were within the jurisdiction of the Army of

the Potomac. These hospitals, in August, contained

somewhat over seven thousand patients, who required

for their care sixty-six surgeons, over five hundred

nurses, besides medical cadets, stewards, and cooks.

Orders were given for the transportation of the Army

by water to another part of Virginia, and all the
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vessels that could "be obtained, medical transports as

well as others, were pressed into service by the Quar-

termaster's Department. Kapidity of movement being

required, the troops were sent off with scarcely any

of their ordinary baggage, the ambulances with their

equipments were left behind to be sent after the

troops as vessels could be spared for that purpose.

A large portion of the medical supplies were also left

behind, and, in some cases, every thing but the hos-

pital knapsacks, by orders of colonels of regiments,

quartermasters, and others
;
in some instances without

the knowledge of the medical officers, in others not-

withstanding their protest. It would appear that many
officers consider medical supplies to be the least impor-

tant in an army ;
the transportation of their baggage

is of much more pressing necessity than the supplies

for the wounded
;
and medical officers have been fre-

quently censured (as they were shortly afterwards) for

want of articles required in time of action, when these

have been left behind, or thrown upon the roadside

by orders they were powerless to resist. From the

date of the embarkation of the troops at Fortress

Monroe to the period when General McClellan was

placed in command of the defences of Washington, I

know little, personally, of the Medical Department of

the Army of the Potomac, as it was not under my
control. On the 2d of September it came again
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under my direction, and I found it in a deplorable

condition. The officers were worn out by the exces-

sive and harassing labors they had undergone during

the time they were attached to the Army of Virginia.

A large portion of their supplies had been left be-

hind, as I have said, at Fortress Monroe, and even

much of what they had brought was thrown away by

commanding officers when on the way to join Gen-

eral Pope. The labor expended at Harrison's Land-

ing in rendering this Department efficient for active

service, seemed to have been expended in vain, and it

required to be completely refitted before it would be

again in proper condition. The circumstances in

which the Army of the Potomac and the Army of

Virginia (both of which now came under the com-

mand of General McClellan) were placed, made this

impossible. As soon as the troops reached the de-

fences of Washington, they were marched into Mary-

land, and no time was allowed Medical officers again

to equip themselves with the medicines, instruments,

and stores requisite for another campaign. In a few

instances the Medical officers who returned with the

first troops procured some supplies. Some troops

which did not belong to the Army of the Potomac

when it lay at Harrison's Lauding were also marched

rapidly into Maryland. I could know nothing of the

condition of tlieir Medical Department, except what I
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learned on the way to meet the enemy, who had

crossed to the north bank of the Potomac. The Med-

ical Department of the entire Army had to be reor-

ganized and resnpplied while upon a rapid march in

different sections of the country, and almost in the

face of the enemy. I had ordered a number of

"
hospital wagons

" from Alexandria, Virginia, which

reached me after we left Washington, and were at

once distributed to different corps. While at Rock-

ville, Maryland, I directed the Medical Purveyor at

Baltimore to put up certain supplies and have them

ready to send to such place as I should indicate. It

was impossible at that time to know the proper place

to direct them to be sent. Two hundred ambulances

were received just before we reached Frederick, Mary-

land, and distributed among the corps. On the 13th

of September we arrived at this city (having left

Washington on the evening of the fan), where we

found the Ninth Corps, under the command of Gen-

eral Burnside. The enemy held possession of this

place the day before the Commanding General arrived,

and had taken or destroyed the greater portion of the

medical supplies found there. I directed the estab-

lishment of hospitals in that city for the wounded in

the battles which were imminent ordered the sup-

plies to be sent from Baltimore, and sent for a large

amount of articles, in addition, for the field and hos-
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pitals. The railroad from Baltimore was not in good

condition, and many complaints were made to me of

the failure of the company in forwarding the supplies.

The railroad bridge over the Monocacy Creek, "between

Baltimore and Frederick, had "been destroyed by the

enemy, and all the supplies of the different depart-

ments were removed from the cars at this point, four

miles from Frederick. A great deal of confusion and

delay was the consequence, which greatly embarrassed

the Medical Department ;
and this embarrassment was

increased by the fact that cars loaded with supplies

were, on some occasions,
" switched off

" and left for

some time (when their arrival was all-important) on

the side of the road, to make way for other stores.

Some of the articles ordered, I have been informed,

never left the railroad depot in Baltimore
; they cer-

tainly never reached Frederick.

The battle of South Mountain took place on the

14th of September. The village of Middletown,
about four miles in the rear of the scene of action,

was examined before the battle began, to ascertain its

capacities for the care of the wounded. Churches and

other buildings were taken as far as was necessary,

and as little inconvenience as possible given to the

citizens. The Medical Directors of the Corps engaged
were instructed to take the houses and barns (the

latter being in that region large and commodious, and
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well suited to the purpose), in the most sheltered

spots in the rear of their respective commands, for

field hospitals. This was done, and there the wound-

ed received their first and necessary dressings, after

which they were removed to Middletown. The

battle lasted until after dark. From the point, in an

open field, selected by General McClellan as his head-

quarters, a complete view of the movements of the

troops and the progress of the battle was obtained.

Our wearied men pressed forward courageously, and

climbed the mountain without faltering, knowing well

they would meet at the summit the enemy flushed

with victory. And when the sun went down, the

continual flashing of musketry from General Gibbon's

brigade (as it pushed up the valley leading to the

pass from which we wished to dislodge the enemy),

making darkness visible, added greatly to the beauty

of the scene. As soon as the firing ceased I returned

to Middletown, visited all the hospitals, and gave

such directions as were required for the better care of

the wounded. As I was obliged to leave on the fol-

lowing day, I directed Assistant-Surgeon Thomson,

U. S. A., to take charge of all the hospitals. Sur-

geons Heard, Pineo, and Nordquist were sent there to

consult with him, and to perform such operations as

the cases demanded. The object in sending these

officers was to have all the required operations clone
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as speedily as possible, as it would be beyond the

power of the surgeons in charge of the different hos-

pitals to perform all in season, and to attend to the

other duties required of them. The labors of these

officers, here as elsewhere, were skilfully performed.

As I anticipated, the wounded, under the supervision

of Dr. Thomson, who labored with so much diligence

and so much effect, were attended with great care and

skill, and the hospitals soon placed in excellent order.

This officer may feel well repaid for all the difficulties

he encountered, by the complimentary manner in which

the President, when on his way to the battle-field of

Antietam, spoke of the condition of these hospitals,

and the great care taken of the wounded in them.

Much kindness was shown to our wounded by the

citizens of the village, especially the ladies, until the

hospitals were broken up. The battle of Crampton's

Gap was fought also on the 14th of September, and

was in reality a part of the battle of South Mountain.

The hospitals were located in Burkettsville, a village

about a mile in the rear of our line
;
as in Middletown

churches and other buildings were selected and fitted

up for the wounded by Surgeon "White, United States

Army Medical Director of the Sixth Corps, who had

charge of the Medical Department in this action. A

very short time was given to prepare hospitals in

either of these villages, as the troops marched from
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Frederick and fought these battles on the same day.

By the exertions of the Medical officers, some of whom

were among the prominent surgeons in the army, the

hospitals at Burkettsville were soon in good order,

and every care was taken of the wounded. The sur-

geon in charge, having been guilty of improper con-

duct, was relieved by Assistant-Surgeon Dubois,

U. S. A., who administered these hospitals, as I found

from personal inspections, with credit to himself, and

to my entire satisfaction. The want of reliable medi-

cal reports of these battles prevents my giving the

true number of wounded, but the best information I

could obtain placed it at twelve hundred and four-

teen in both engagements. The Medical Department

had not, at this time, been reorganized, and correct

reports could not be procured. The army pushed on

rapidly, passing, on the 15th, through the village of

Boonsboro', which was examined to ascertain the

accommodations it afforded for hospital purposes,

should I find it necessary to use them. In the after-

noon of the same day we marched through Keedys-

ville, which was subjected to a similar examination.

Passing beyond this village we came, about sunset,

upon the ground afterwards so widely known as the

battle-field of Antietam
;

and were unpleasantly

greeted by the shells from one of the enemy's bat-

teries, which opened upon us as soon as we appeared
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in sight. The resources of the country for hospital

purposes were ascertained as speedily as possible,

and, when an idea was given of the nature of the

battle, and the positions to be occupied by our

troops, instructions were issued to Medical Directors

of Corps to form their hospitals, as nearly as possible,

by divisions, and at such a distance in the rear of the

line of battle as to be secure from the shot and shell

of the enemy to select the houses and barns most

easy of access and, when circumstances permitted,

to choose barns well provided with hay and straw, as

preferable to houses, since they were better venti-

lated, and enabled Medical officers to attend a greater

number of wounded to place the wounded in the

open air near the barns, rather than in badly-con-

structed houses and to have the medical supplies

taken to the points indicated. These directions were

generally carried into effect, but the hospitals were

not always beyond the reach of the enemy's guns.

Very few hospital tents were on hand, owing to the

haste with which the army moved from Virginia

into Maryland, but fortunately the weather after the

battle was so pleasant, that the wounded could be

well cared for without them. Some fighting took

place on the evening of the 16th, and, early in the

morning of the 17th of September, the battle of

Antietam began, and continued until dark. No one
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engaged on that hotly-contested field can ever forget

the intense interest with which he watched the prog-

ress of that battle, upon the issue of which the wel-

fare of his country so much depended ;
this feeling

was magnified by the knowledge that our troops

were fighting an enemy by whom they had been de-

feated a few days before. I received valuable aid on

this occasion from Assistant-Surgeon Howard, U. S.

A., who was busily engaged, while the battle was in

progress, in riding to different parts of the field, and

keeping me informed of the condition of the Medical

Department. After night I inspected all the hos-

pitals in Keedysville, and gave such surgical aid and

instructions as were required. Medical and surgical

supplies were, in this battle, from the causes I have

already given, matters of serious consideration. The

condition of affairs at Monocacy Creek had not im-

proved, and the railroad was not equal to the de-

mands made upon it. The "
hospital wagons

"

obtained from Alexandria gave a supply of the requi-

site articles, and enabled surgeons to attend the

wounded as soon as the battle opened. After the

victory was won, medicines, stimulants, dressings,

etc., etc., were brought from Frederick in ambulances

(as no waggons could be procured), and distributed to

the hospitals. The difficulty of obtaining these sup-

plies from the depot was well known, and it caused
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much uneasiness to many Medical officers, who were

not aware of the successful efforts made, before, dur-

ing, and after the battle, to supply their wants. The

line of battle was between six and seven miles in

length, the hospitals were therefore veiy numerous
;

but, though I was constantly occupied in visiting

them, I did not find the stores exhausted the supply

of some articles was, in particular instances, very

much diminished
;
but a sufficient quantity of such

articles as were necessary, from time to time, arrived

at the temporary depot established at Sharpsburg

shortly after the battle
;
and when it was broken up,

about the middle of October, a portion of the sup-

plies remained. Not only were our wounded sup-

plied, but the wounded of the enemy, who fell into

our hands, were furnished with all the medical and

surgical appliances required for their use. In all

battles it is an object of the first consideration to sup-

ply the troops with ammunition and food to these

every thing must give way, and become of secondary

importance. For this reason the difficulty of supply-

ing the hospitals with food was much greater than

that of providing articles belonging to the Medical

Department and, although foreign to the duty of

this department, seriously affected it. The real

depots of supplies, for all departments of this Army,
were in Washington and Baltimore, and in conse-
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quence of the distance, and the causes to which I

have alluded, great difficulty was found in supplying

the troops. I procured an order from Colonel (now

Major-General) Ingalls, for twelve wagons to be

turned over by the Quartermaster at Frederick to an

officer I should send there for medicines and food
;

but the wagons could not be found there, and only

two could be obtained at headquarters, which were

sent under a Medical officer, and loaded with coffee,

sugar, and bread. This difficulty lasted only a short

time, after which, owing to the exertions of the Chief

Commissary, Colonel Clarke, the hospitals were abun-

dantly supplied. I have mentioned that the ambu-

lances had been left at Fortress Monroe when the

troops embarked, and that no system existed, except

in the corps which formed the Army of the Potomac

at Harrison's Landing. Only a portion of those

belonging to some of the corps arrived in time for

the battle some were lost in a storm on the Chesa-

peake Bay ;
and although two hundred had been dis-

tributed just before the action, they were unorganized.

I did not, under these circumstances, expect them to

prove very efficient. Notwithstanding the condition

of this important branch of the Medical Department,

the wounded w^ere brought from our right before

two o'clock the day following the battle. The Second

Corps was, from the exertions of Captain Garland,
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who had charge of the ambulances, more fully

equipped than any other corps, and its wounded were

removed from the field with care and despatch. The

troops on our left were those among whom no sys-

tem existed, but the Medical officers endeavored to

atone by their exertions for this want, and were more

successful than I anticipated. No fighting took

place on the 18th, both armies preserving the lines

they held on the previous evening ;
while the battle

was in progress, the lines were changed as one or the

other gave way so that, in the space between the

lines, there was quite a number of wounded who could

not be removed until the enemy was forced from his

position. In this, as in all battles, there were cases

of individual suffering which, perhaps, might have

been prevented ;
and doubtless some men, having

been overlooked, remained on the field after the

others had been removed. But these instances were

rare, when we consider the imperfect manner in which

the details of the ambulance system were carried out.

For the reasons I have given, it is impossible there

should not be cases of suffering, the remedies for

which suggest themselves when looking back upon

the scene of action. It is well to remember that no

system devised by man can be perfect, and that no

such system, even if it existed, could be carried out

perfectly by human agency. Calling to mind the
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fact that tlie ambulance system, imperfect as it may
be found, could not be fully put into practice

remembering the magnitude of the engagement, the

length of time the battle lasted, and the obstinacy

with which it was contested it affords me much grati-

fication to state that so few instances of apparently

unnecessary suffering were found to exist after that

action, and that the wounded were removed from that

sanguinary field in so careful and expeditious a man-

ner. The returns of wounded were very meagre and

imperfect, from the same causes as at South Moun-

tain and Crampton's Gap : they gave in this battle

a total of eight thousand three hundred and fifty,

but there were many cases of slight wounds not

recorded. The removal of such a large number of

wounded from the field to the General Hospitals was

an arduous undertaking. The railroad from Green-

castle, Penn., could not be depended upon. That

from Harper's Ferry was in no better condition
;

it

was therefore necessary that the wounded should be

sent in ambulances to Frederick, for transportation

to Baltimore, Washington, and elsewhere. It was

imperative that the trains should leave at the proper

hours, no one interfering with another; that they

should halt at Middletown, where food and rest, with

such surgical aid as might be required, could be given

to the wounded
;
that food should always be prepared
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at this village at the proper time, for tlie proper num-

ber; tliat the hospitals in Frederick should not be

overcrowded, and the ambulances should arrive at

the railroad depot in Frederick at the required time

to meet the Baltimore trains. With rare exceptions

this was accomplished, and all the wounded, whose

lives would not be jeopardized, were sent carefully

away. Surgeon J. J. Milhau, IT. S. A., was placed in

charge of the Frederick Hospitals, to which were

added two large camps of hospital tents, each capable

of accommodating one thousand patients. On the

30th of October the hospitals of this city contained

over five thousand patients, attended by sixty-two

surgeons, fifteen medical cadets, twenty-two hospital

stewards, five hundred and thirty-nine nurses, and

one hundred and twenty-seven cooks. No one, who

saw them after they were established, can form any

conception of the labor required to put them in opera-

tion. Every thing had to be, as it were, created
;
the

place itself supplied nothing but some buildings.

These hospitals, as I found from personal inspection,

were in excellent order, and the wounded attentively

and skilfully treated. The zeal and ability displayed

by Surgeon Milhau reflect great credit upon him,

and the hearty cooperation he invariably gave me,

calls up the most pleasing recollections. Measures

had been at once taken to gather in from the field,
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over winch they lay scattered in all directions, such

of the wounded as the enemy had left behind, in his

nocturnal retreat from Antietam, and to place them

where they could Ibe properly attended. Surgeon

Eauch, U. S. Volunteers, was assigned to the duty of

superintending these prisoners, who numbered over

two thousand (notwithstanding the assertion of

Heros (!) Yon Borcke that General Lee left only three

hundred on the field). I detailed a sufficient number

of our own medical officers, and directed all the medi-

cal officers of the enemy, who had been left behind,

to report to Surgeon Kauch, to whom ambulances

and all necessary supplies were given; of these he

availed himself with his well-known ability; the

wounded were soon placed in the most eligible loca-

tions, and every thing done to alleviate their suffer-

ings. Humanity teaches that a wounded and pros-

trate foe is no longer an enemy. There were many
men seriously wounded in this action, whose lives

would have been endangered by removal to General

Hospitals. To give such sufferers every opportunity

of recovery, I established, shortly after this battle,

two large camp hospitals, capable of containing about

one thousand patients. These institutions were the

first of the kind attempted in this country, and were

successful : the larger, named the Antietam Hospital,

established at Smoketown for the wounded on our
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right wing, contained about six hundred beds: the

other was pitched in an eligible position, in the rear

of the left wing : to these all the most serious cases

were carried by hand. The inspections I made of

these hospitals on various occasions, before the Army
recrossed the Potomac, gave me much pleasure, and

demonstrated the propriety of their establishment.

Surgeon Vanderkieft, U. S. Volunteers, in charge of

the Antietam Hospital, manifested a degree of pro-

fessional skill and executive ability which fully justi-

fied my selection of that officer. Immediately after

the battle, many persons came within our lines to

remove their relatives or friends who had been in-

jured whose lives, in many instances, depended

upon their remaining at rest. It was impossible to

convince them that the removal of a dangerously

wounded man would be made at the risk of his life

that risk they were perfectly willing to take, if he

could only (at the end perhaps of a long and painful

journey) be placed in a house. No greater mistake

could be made
;
for the results of that battle gave

additional evidence of the absolute necessity of a full,

and constantly renewed supply of fresh air to a

wounded man a supply which cannot be obtained

in the most perfectly constructed building. A
marked contrast could be seen, within a few yards,

between the wounded in houses and barns, and those
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in the open air. Those in houses progressed less

favorably than those in barns, those in the latter

buildings less favorably than those in the open air;

though all were treated alike in other respects.

From the frequent inspections I made of the field

hospitals, and from the manner in which Medical

officers performed their duties, it gives me great

pleasure to state that the wounded had every care

bestowed upon them that they were willingly,

promptly, and efficiently attended and I cannot re-

frain from mentioning here the untiring devotion

shown to the wounded of that clay. Until all were

finally removed, no pains were spared, no labors

avoided by the Medical Staff of this Army, to alle-

viate the sufferings of the thousands who looked

to them for relief. A few delinquencies occurred,

but they might well be forgotten among the intelli-

gent exertions of the many. Much misrepresenta-

tion of the conduct and skill of Medical officers on

this field was scattered broadcast over the land,

causing heart-rending anxiety to those who had

friends or relatives in the Army, who might at any

moment require the services of a surgeon. It is cer-

tainly true that some incompetent surgeons were com-

missioned in this Army (chiefly through political and

family influence) ;
but sweeping denunciations against

an entire class, -composed principally of the rising
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medical talent of the country, do great injustice to a

body of men who will compare favorably, in dili-

gence and skill, with the military surgeons of any

nation. Some Medical officers lost their lives in their

devotion to duty on the battle-field of Antietam,

others became ill from the excessive labor which they

conscientiously and skilfully performed. The un-

timely deaths of Surgeon White, of the Regular Army,

Assistant-Surgeon Revere, of the Twentieth Massa-

chusetts Volunteers, and Assistant-Surgeon Kendall,

of the Twelfth Massachusetts Volunteers, by the

hands of the enemy, should not be forgotten by a grate-

ful people ;
their high sense of duty, professional abil-

ity, and unfailing courtesy will certainly be long re-

membered by their comrades on that field. I had

more ample opportunities than any one else to form a

correct opinion of the surgery of that battle
;
and if

any fault could be found, it was that " conservative sur-

gery
" was practised too much, and the knife not

used enough. Several eminent medical gentlemen

from New York and other cities arrived soon after

the battle, and gave their services to the wounded.

Surgeon-General Hammond, accompanied by Briga-

dier-General Muir, Deputy Medical Inspector-Gen-

eral of the British Army, visited the field, in-

spected the hospitals, and gave the sufferers the

benefit of their professional skill. The latter accom-

4
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plished officer expressed the pleasure it afforded

him to see the manner in which the wounded were

attended, and remarked that although he had been

on many battle-fields, he had never found them

more carefully provided for, or attentively treated.

Dr. Agnew, of New York, came as the representa-

tive of the Sanitary Commission, and freely dis-

tributed the stores of that organization. Dr. Steiner,

of Frederick, was the agent in that city, and was

busily engaged in the same deeds of kindness. The

private and official acts of these gentlemen were so

invariably courteous as to win the esteem of the

Medical officers with whom they heartily cooperated.

Early in September the General Hospitals in and

around "Washington came under my control, and

were, at my request, placed in charge of Surgeon K.

O. Abbott, U. S. A., Assistant Medical Director. The

following table will exhibit the number of hospitals,

and other matters of interest connected with them :

1
Number

of

w

hospitals.
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too often followed, and must increase the nigh repu-

tation deservedly enjoyed by that officer.

After these battles the Army remained for some

time in Maryland, preparing for another campaign in

Virginia. During this time I was chiefly engaged in

reorganizing the Medical Department. Hitherto

medical supplies for three months had been furnished

directly to regiments, and no wagons allowed ex-

pressly for their transportation. From these causes

large quantities were lost, and in various ways wast-

ed
;
and not unfrecjuently all the supplies of a regi-

ment were thrown away by commanding officers, al-

most in sight of the enemy, that the wagons might

be used for other purposes. I desired to reduce the

waste wrhich took place when a three months' supply

was issued to regiments, to have a small quantity

given them at one time, and to have it at all times re-

plenished without difficulty ;
to avoid a multiplicity

of accounts, and yet preserve a proper degree of

responsibility ;
to have a fixed amount of transporta-

tion set apart for carrying these supplies, and used for

no other purpose. To accomplish these objects the

entire system then in vogue must be abolished. On
the 4th of October, 1862, 1 instituted the system of

"
brigade supplies ;

" and the following circular, issued

at this time, will show the manner in which the Army
was supplied thereafter :
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" MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE, )

Army of the Potomac, October 4, 1862. }

" MEDICAL SUPPLY TABLE FOR THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC FOR

FIELD SERVICE.

"
Experience lias shown that the medical supply

authorized by the Regulations for a regiment for three

months is too cumbrous for active operation, instances

being frequent where the whole supply has been left

on the roadside. Hereafter, in the Army of the

Potomac, the following supplies will be allowed to a

brigade for one month for active field service, viz. :

" One hospital wagon, filled.

" One medicine chest for a regiment, filled.

" One hospital knapsack for each regimental Med-

ical officer, filled.

" The supplies in the list marked *A '

to be trans-

ported in a four-horse wagon.
" The Surgeon in charge of each brigade will re-

quire and receipt for all these supplies, including

those in the hospital wagon, and will issue to the

senior Surgeon of each regiment the medicine chest

and knapsacks, taking receipts therefor. The hospital

wagon, with its horses, harness, etc., will be receipted

for by the ambulance quartermaster.
" The Surgeon in charge of the brigade will issue

to the Medical officers of the regiments such of these

supplies as may be required for their commands, in-
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formally, taking no receipts, demanding no requisi-

tion, but accounting for the issues as expended.
" The Surgeons in charge of brigades will at once

make out requisitions in accordance with these instruc-

tions, and transmit them, approved by the Medical

Directors of Corps, to the Medical Purveyor of this

Army. These supplies being deemed sufficient for

one month only, or for an emergency, Medical Direc-

tors of Corps will see that they are always on hand,

timely requisitions being made for that purpose.
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ARTICLES.
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ARTICLES.
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lance will follow in the rear of the regiment on the

march to transport the medicine chest, knapsacks, and

any urgent cases of sickness or wounds. When the

ambulance cannot accompany the regiment, one knap-

sack will be carried by an orderly with the command,

and the medicine chest and remaining knapsacks will

be placed with the hospital tent and other hospital

furniture in the wagon allowed to each regiment for

that purpose. The hard bread can always be obtained

from the savings of the regimental hospital.

"NOTE. February 2, 1863. In future, in or-

dinary cases the amount ' on hand '

of all articles

for which requisition is made must be stated. Kequi-

sitions to fill up the brigade supply to the amount

ordered to be kept on hand, will be made for such

articles as are necessary for this purpose.
u
(Signed) JONA. LETTERMAN,

Medical Director?

To carry into effect the requirements of this cir-

cular, arrangements were made for one "
army wagon

"

to be attached to each regiment exclusively for hos-

pital purposes, and one army wagon to each brigade

to carry supplies in bulk, which allowance was found

ample. Before the adoption of this system, one and

sometimes two wagons were required to transport the

medical supplies of a regiment, another to carry the
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hospital tents, cooking utensils, baggage of Medical

officers, etc., and were frequently diverted from their

legitimate use. With t^is change in the mode of

furnishing the Medical Department of a regiment, its

medical and surgical supplies would not "be lost, even

if
u
military necessity

"
required the wagons for other

purposes ;
as they were in such quantity and put up

in such a manner as to be readily carried on a horse, the

Surgeons had no difficulty in replenishing their sup-

plies, the state of which was always known to the

Surgeon-in-Chief of brigade, whose duty required him

to check any waste, and, at the same time, to see that the

supplies were constantly kept up. Supplies, in accord-

ance with this change, were ordered from New York

and Philadelphia, but did not arrive in time to furnish

the Army completely before we left Maryland, and the

equipment was continued at Warrenton and Falmouth

until the requirements of the circular were fully carried

into effect. Subsequent events demonstrated the supe-

riority of this method of supplying the department.

These instructions having been issued, my attention

was given to the manner of treating the wounded on

the field. As far as I knew, no system of field hos-

pitals existed in any of our armies, and, convinced of

the necessity of devising some measures by which the

wounded would receive the best surgical aid which

the Army afforded with the least delay, my thoughts



58 MEDICAL EEOOLLECTIONS OF

naturally turned to this most important subject. On

the field of battle, where confusion in the Medical

Department is most disastrous, it is most apt to occur,

and unless some arrangement be adopted by which

every Medical officer has his station pointed out and

his duties defined beforehand, and his accountability

strictly enforced, the wounded must suffer. To rem-

edy the want which existed, I instituted the system

of field hospitals, as exhibited in the following cir-

cular :

"
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, )

Medical Director's Office, October 30, 1862.
)

" SIE : In order that the wounded may receive the

most prompt and efficient attention during and after

an engagement, and that the necessary operations may
be performed by the most skilful and responsible

Surgeons at the earliest moment, the following instruc-

tions are issued for the guidance of the Medical Staff

of this Army, and Medical Directors of Corps will

see that they are promptly carried into effect :

" Previous to an engagement there will be estab-

lished in each Corps an hospital for each division, the

position of which will be selected by the Medical

Director of the Corps.
" The organization of the hospital will be as fol-

lows:

"
1st. A Surgeon in charge, one Assistant-Surgeon,
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to provide food and shelter, etc.
;
one Assistant-Sur-

geon, to keep the records.

" 2d. Three Medical officers, to perform operations ;

three Medical officers, as assistants to each of these

officers.

"
3d. Additional Medical officers, hospital stew-

ards, nurses of the division.

" The Surgeon in charge will have general superin-

tendence, and be responsible to the Surgeon-in-Chief

of the division for the proper administration of the

hospital. The Surgeon-in-Chief of division will detail

one Assistant-Surgeon, who will report to and be

under the immediate orders of the Surgeon in charge,

whose duties shall be to pitch the hospital tents and

provide straw, fuel, water, blankets, etc., and, when

houses are used, put them in proper order for the re-

ception of wounded. This Assistant-Surgeon will,

when the foregoing shall have been accomplished, at

once organize a kitchen, using for this purpose the

hospital mess chests and the kettles, tins, etc., in the

ambulances. The supplies of beef stock and bread in

the ambulances, and of arrowroot, tea, etc., in the hos-

pital wagon, will enable him to prepare quickly a suf-

ficient quantity of palatable and nourishing food.

All the cooks, and such of the hospital stewards and

nurses as may be necessary, will be placed under his

orders for these purposes.
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" He will detail another Assistant-Surgeon, whose

duty it shall be to keep a complete record of every

case brought to the hospital, giving the name, rank,

company, and regiment, the seat and character of

injury, the treatment, the operation, if any be per-

formed, and the result, which will be transmitted to

the Medical Director of the Corps, and by him sent to

this office.

" This officer will also see to the proper interment

of those who die, and that the grave is marked with a

head-board, with the name, rank, company, and regi-

ment legibly inscribed upon it.

" He will make out two " Tabular Statements of

Wounded," which the Surgeon-in-Chief of division

will transmit, within thirty-six hours after a battle, one

to this office (by a special messenger, if necessary), and

the other to the Medical Director of the Corps to

which the hospital belongs.
" There will be selected from the division, by the

Surgeon-in-Chief, under the direction of the Medical

Director of the Corps, three Medical officers, who will

be the operating staff of the hospital, upon whom

will rest the immediate responsibility of the perform-

ance of all important operations. In all doubtful

cases they will consult together, and a majority of

them shall decide upon the expediency and character

of the operation. These officers will be selected from
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the division without regard to rank, but solely on ac-

count of their known prudence, judgment, and skill.

The Surgeon-in-Chief of the division is enjoined to "be

especially careful in the selection of these officers,

choosing only those who have distinguished them-

selves for surgical skill, sound judgment, and con-

scientious regard for the highest interests of the

wounded.
" There will be detailed three Medical officers to

act as assistants to each one of these officers, who will

report to him and act entirely under his direction. It

is suggested that one of these assistants be selected

to administer the anaesthetic. Each operating Surgeon

will be provided with an excellent table from the

hospital wagon, and, with the present organization for

field hospitals, it is hoped that the confusion and the

delay in performing the necessary operations so often

existing after a battle, will be avoided, and all opera-

tions hereafter be primary.
" The remaining Medical officers of the division,

except one to each regiment, will be ordered to the

hospitals to act as dressers and assistants generally.

Those who follow the regiments to the field will

establish themselves, each one at a temporary depot,

at such a distance or situation in the rear of his regi-

ment as will insure safety to the wounded, where

they will give such aid as is immediately required ;
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and they are here reminded that, whilst no personal

consideration should interfere with their duty to the

wounded, the grave responsibilities resting upon

them render any unnecessary exposure improper.

The Surgeon-in-Chief of the division will exercise

general supervision, under the Medical Director of

the Corps, over the medical affairs in his division.

He will see that the officers are faithful in the per-

formance of their duties in the hospital and upon the

field, and that by the Ambulance Corps, which has

heretofore been so efficient, the wounded are re-

moved from the field carefully and with despatch.
" Whenever his duties permit, he will give his pro-

fessional services at the hospital will order to the

hospital, as soon as located, all the hospital w^agons

o the brigades, the hospital tents and furniture, and

all the hospital stewards and nurses. He will notify

the captain commanding the Ambulance Corps, or if

this be impracticable,
xthe first lieutenant commanding

the division ambulances, of the location of the hos-

pital.

" No Medical officer will leave the position to

which he shall have been assigned without permission ;

and any officer so doing will be reported to the Med-

ical Director of the Corps, who will report the facts

to this office.

"The Medical Directors of Corps will apply to
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their commanders on the eve of a battle, for the neces-

sary guard and men for fatigue duty. This guard will

be particularly careful that no stragglers be allowed

about the hospitals, using the food and comforts pre-

pared for the wounded. No wounded will be sent

away from any of these hospitals without authority

from this office.

" Previous to an engagement, a detail will be

made, by Medical Directors of Corps, of a proper num-

ber of Medical officers, who will, should a retreat be

found necessary, remain and take care of the wounded.

This detail, Medical Directors will request the corps

commanders to announce in orders.

" The skilful attention shown by the Medical offi-

cers of this Army, to the wounded upon the battle-

fields of South Mountain, Crampton's Gap, and An-

tietam, under trying circumstances, gives the assur-

ance that, with this organization, the Medical Staff

of the Army of the Potomac can with confidence be

relied upon, under all emergencies, to take charge of

wounded intrusted to its care.

"
Very respectfully,

" Your obedient servant,
"
(Signed) JONA. LETTEKMAN,

Medical Director"

It will be perceived that the ambulance system,
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with that of supplies and of field hospitals, were

ordered as essential parts of that new organization

from which, I earnestly hoped, the wounded and sick

would receive more careful attendance and more skil-

ful treatment. The Army crossed the Potomac into

Virginia in the latter part of October and early in

November, in the expectation of soon meeting the

enemy again. Our cavalry, being in the advance,

had daily skirmishes with that of the opposing forces,

and gave the department a few wounded to provide

for. Beyond this, nothing of interest, in a medical

point of view, took place during our very rapid

march through this portion of the State. I had

made all the arrangements that time permitted to

carry out the instructions contained in the system I

had established
;
and with the hearty cooperation

given me by the ablest Medical officers of the Army,
I felt, in the event of a battle, this Department would

be better able than ever, to discharge the duties

devolving upon it. General McClellan having been

relieved, General Burnside assumed command of the

Army at Warrenton, Virginia, on the 9th of Novem-

ber on the 17th the Army left for Fredericksburg,

Virginia, and on the 19th arrived opposite that city.

It was generally believed that we could at once cross

the Eappahannock, and take possession of the city.

It soon became apparent that, should we make the
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attempt, we would encounter a strong opposition.

The great uncertainty that prevailed regarding our

movements was not conducive to proper and well-

directed exertion. I was busily employed in having

my department well prepared, and ready for any

emergency which might arise : to attain this end, my
attention was principally directed to the instructions

of the circulars of October 4th and October 30th,

1862, to see that they were clearly understood, and

as fully carried out as was possible, previous to an

engagement; that an extra amount of supplies was

in the hands of the purveyor, and easily procured ;

that the Ambulance Corps should be established in

all portions of the Army, and perfectly equipped. I

directed Assistant-Surgeon Thomas McMillin, U. S.

A., the Medical Purveyor, to leave Knoxville, Mary-

land, as soon as the Army had crossed into Virginia,

and proceed with his supplies to Washington there

to await orders. Before we reached Warrenton he

was ordered to that place, where he was busily en-

gaged in fitting out officers, according to the require-

ments issued on the 4th of October; he was af-

terwards ordered to the depot at Aquia Creek,

where ample supplies had been ordered from New
York and elsewhere, which were rapidly issued. I

may state here, that a sufficient number of "
hospital

wagons
" could not be procured, nor was it ever in

5



66 MEDICAL KECOLLECTIONS OF

my power to remedy the deficiency in this very im-

portant article, required by the circular. In addition

to the regular supplies, large quantities of beef stock,

stimulants, and dressings of all kinds, milk, coffee,

tea, blankets, shirts, drawers, etc., etc., were procured,

and packed, ready to be sent at any moment to such

a point as I might direct. The Medical Directors of

Corps were informed that these articles had been pro-

cured, and that, in the event of an engagement, they

would be brought to an easily accessible point

where Medical officers could procure all they desired^

without any formal requisition, invoices, or receipts,

but simply on the written request of the officer. The

details required by the circular of October 30th

were made, blanks distributed, and all possible steps

taken to carry the provisions of that order into effect.

The Ambulance Corps throughout the Army was

carefully examined horses, harness, stretchers, lan-

terns, etc., etc., were procured, and officers assigned and

men detailed to complete and render effective this

organization. Five hundred extra hospital tents

were ordered, at my request, by Colonel (now Major-

General) Ingalls, the Chief Quartermaster, and kept

at the depot, ready to be used when I required

them. I now felt that when my department should

be called upon, every thing had been done, in the

inauguration of the new system, to make it equal to



THE AKMY OF THE POTOMAC. 67

the demands which might be made upon it. On the

llth of December the pontoon bridges were ready to

be thrown over the Rappahannock. The positions

of the batteries had been selected, and the guns

placed in position on the north bank of that river.

I did not anticipate many casualties among the

artillerists, and therefore directed only three locations

to be selected as hospitals for all the wounded.

These instructions were carried out, and my anticipa-

tions regarding the number of wounded were realized.

The nature of the impending battle was somewhat

peculiar, as far as it involved the Medical Depart-

ment. In the attempt to lay the bridges over the

river in front of the city, determined opposition was

to be expected from the enemy ;
and should the

bridges be constructed, the troops would doubtless

cross under the fire of the enemy's guns which were

planted on the heights beyond, and commanded the

bridges, and the streets leading from them into the

city. In this case, accommodations must be prepared,

on the north side of the river, for a large number of

wounded. Should we succeed in crossing, and in

taking possession of the city, without opposition, in

all probability the troops would be immediately

pushed on, and the attempt made to dislodge the

enemy from the heights, which gave him complete

control of the city. In this case, hospitals must be
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established in Fredericksburg, as soon as the troops

entered it
;
and yet it was equally necessary, even if

we crossed without molestation if we failed in carry-

ing the heights that the wounded should be re-

moved, at a moment's notice, to the north side of the

river, beyond reach of the hostile guns. Preparations

were made for these contingencies the hospitals

were formed by divisions, as the order required ;

" the

surgeons were at their posts ready for duty, with

their attendants, nurses, food, medicines, and all that

the wounded might need"* and all the hos-

pitals were in such order as to give
" the most pleas-

ing assurance of the efficiency to meet the emer-

gencies of the approaching engagement." f On the

morning of December llth the attempt was

made to throw the bridges over the river; the

artillery opened upon the enemy's works beyond the

city, and upon that portion of it which skirted the

river, whence the riflemen of the opposing forces were

pouring a deadly fire upon the engineers engaged in

constructing these bridges. As the day advanced

our fire became more terrific, and, late in the after-

noon, the enemy, few in number, were driven from

the cellars and other places of concealment along the

bank of the river. Three bridges were then speedily

*
Eeport of Surgeon O'Connell, Medical Director of the Ninth Corps,

t Eeport of Surgeon O'Leary, Medical Director of the Sixth Corps.



THE AKMY OF THE POTOMAC. 69

thrown over on our right. Two bridges were con-

structed on our left wing, where much less opposition

was encountered.

No serious attempt was made after this to pre-

vent the crossing of the troops, which took place on

the evening of the llth and the following day. The

few wounded were speedily and properly attended.

In examining that portion of the city in our posses-

sion (the enemy still occupying that part of it

farthest from the river), on the 12th, to ascertain its

capacities for hospital purposes, I was struck by the

desolation everywhere visible. The court-house,

several churches, and such other buildings as were

suitable, were selected by Dr. Dougherty, the Medical

Director of the Eight Grand Division, and Dr. Moore,

the Medical Director of the Centre Grand Division,

and the Medical Directors of the Corps engaged a

sufficient number of hospital wagons sent over and

so earnestly did the Medical officers enter upon the

discharge of their duties, that the hospitals were in

readiness with surgeons, attendants, guards, instru-

ments, dressings, stimulants, food, candles, etc., etc.,

before the action began. The wounded on the north

ride of the river were left in charge of a sufficient

number of Medical officers and attendants, with

plenty of medical and surgical supplies, and food. All

the hospitals were left standing, and hospital tents
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were placed in the depot opposite Fredericks-

Iburg, ready to be pitched, should we require

them.

The left wing of the Army crossed on the same

days as the right. Here, also, hospitals were estab-

lished on the north side of the river and on the south

bank the most sheltered locations were chosen for

them
;

it was found impossible to place them beyond

the range of the enemy's guns. Owing to the nature

of the action on this part of the field, the Medical

officers were more able to carry out the hospital or-

ganization. In the Sixth Corps
" each hospital had

three operating tables, with the requisite number of

Surgeons and attendants assigned to them separately.

Instruments, dressings, and all the appliances necessary,

were arranged with order, precision, and convenience

rarely excelled in regular hospitals. Each Surgeon

knew his proper place, and devoted himself to the

duty pertaining to it with a zeal and fidelity worthy

of the highest commendation. I only give you the

testimony of commanding officers, as well as Medical

officers, when I state to you that the preparations here

made in a very short time presented the completeness

in detail belonging to long-established hospitals, rather

than to extemporized field hospitals ;
and were I to

explain in full this organization, I would only be re-
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peating the instructions laid down in the circular, to

which we strictly adhered." *

The Medical officers detailed to accompany the

troops into action, were directed to establish them-

selves in the most accessible and sheltered places in

rear of their respective brigades, where the wounded

would be carried by the stretcher-bearers, who were

ordered to keep themselves constantly informed of

the position of these officers. Here the wound d

would receive such attendance as was imperatively

required, after which they would be conveyed to their

division hospitals by the ambulances. The fighting

on the right would be only a short distance from the

city, and the position of the enemy would prevent the

use of the ambulances during the action. The hos-

pitals in the city were made known to the Medical

officers accompanying the troops and to the stretcher-

bearers of the division. Before the action began, the

extra supplies heretofore mentioned were brought to

the depot near Fredericksburg by the Medical Pur-

veyor, who, in accordance with my wishes, came to

see the field of operations, that he might the better

execute any orders he might receive in reference to

supplies when he returned to Aquia Creek. The

Medical Directors were informed where these supplies

were deposited, and were directed to have the infor-

*
Eeport of Surgeon CTLeary, Medical Director of the Sixth Corps.
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mation conveyed to all their subordinate officers. The

battle began on the morning of the 13th December,

and lasted until dark. The bearing of the troops on

the right was admirable. From the headquarters of

General Burnside they could be seen advancing and

driven back by the murderous fire of the enemy.

Again and again they re-formed and pressed forward

over the wounded, the dying, and the dead, close to

fortifications, rifle-pits, and stone walls, behind which

the foe was concealed
;
their gallantry and persever-

ance, under circumstances so disheartening, challeng-

ing the admiration of all who watched with intense

anxiety the progress of the battle. Throughout the

day the wounded were rapidly brought in, and were

promptly and efficiently treated. As night closed in,

the firing slackened, and shortly after ceased. The

ambulances, which could not be used while the battle

lasted, were now employed in gathering in the

wounded, numbers of whom then remained upon the

field. The night was very dark, and the officers and

men of this corps experienced great difficulty in find-

ing the objects of their search. They could not use

their lanterns, as the glimmer of a candle invariably

called forth a shot from a sharpshooting picket. They

were obliged 'to grope their way, and search for their

wounded comrades, who lay on the field, covered by
the fire of the enemy's musketry, which made it
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hazardous for the wounded, or those seeking them, to

move over that sanguinary ground, even when pro-

tected by the darkness. The officers and men of this

corps persevered so well, notwithstanding the difficul-

ties which beset them, that before dawn all the wound-

ed, who were not beyond our lines, were taken to the

hospitals prepared for them in the rear. The duties

of Medical officers, unlike those of the line, did not

cease with the close of the day, but continued

throughout the night. The hospitals, although lo-

cated in the most sheltered parts of the city, were not

free from danger after dark. Every light reminded

the officers of the vicinity of the enemy, and blankets

were placed over the windows, and each aperture

closed to conceal the lights, every appearance of which

drew a shot from the hostile guns planted on the

heights beyond. During the day several hospitals

were struck by shot and shell from these guns, but

fortunately no one was injured. The preparations

were found ample and judicious, and the wounded

were speedily brought in from the field and skilfully

attended.

Regarding the operations of this department on

the left wing, it is only necessary to remark that

orders given before the battle were strictly obeyed by
the Medical officers and their assistants, each one of

whom endeavored, with praiseworthy emulation, to
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surpass the other in devotion to the wounded. Prompt-

ness and order characterized the action of the Ambu-

lance Corps on this exciting day. So well was its

duty performed, that not a wounded man was left

upon the field when darkness put an end to the con-

flict. On the 14th December the troops remained on

the field, the Surgeons continued their labors, and, on

the evening of that day, comparatively few important

operations remained to be performed. On the 15th,

in compliance with orders of the Commanding Gen-

eral given late on the preceding night, the wounded

were removed to the north side of the river. The

hospitals were ready, and the propriety of leaving

them standing was now apparent. Before six o'clock

in the evening all the wounded were safely trans-

ported to these hospitals, where every thing was pre-

pared for their reception. Some delay occurred early

in the day in removing the wounded from the city, in

consequence of an order having been misunderstood.

This was soon remedied, and long trains of ambu-

lances might be seen crossing the river, halting in the

city to receive the sufferers, then wending their way
over the upper bridge to the hospitals of their re-

spective divisions. After the last train had left, the

city was thoroughly examined by my direction to

prevent any wounded man being left. During the

night of the 13th the wounded of the First Corps
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were removed to their respective division hospitals on

the north bank of the river. The wounded of the

Sixth Corps were removed on the 14th, by one o'clock

in the afternoon, to the hospitals prepared for them

before the battle. A portion only of the ambulances

of this Corps were engaged in this duty, the remainder

being held in readiness in the event of a renewal of

the battle which might occur at any moment. The

movements of this wing of the Army requiring the

removal of these hospitals still farther to the rear, the

wounded were safely and comfortably lodged during

the night. About five thousand were removed to the

north side of the river. The transportation of this

number, in the short time allowed, without accident

and without confusion, under the belief that the

enemy would open his guns upon our troops, who

filled the city, was a sufficient test of the efficacy of

the system ;
and the manner in which it was carried

out reflected the highest credit upon the officers in

charge, and afforded great satisfaction to the Generals

in command.

The following tables exhibit the grand divisions

and corps and the number of regiments, with their

strength, the number of killed, wounded, and missing,

the Surgeons-in-Chief of division, and the number of

Medical officers present in this battle :
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EIGHT GKAND DIVISION.
Major-General STJMNER, Commanding.

Surgeon A. N. DOUGHERTY, U. S. Vol., Medical Director.

SECOND COEPS.

Major-General COUCH, Commanding.

Surgeon J. H. TAYLOR, U. S. Vol., Medical Director.

DIVISIONS.
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OEFTKE GKAND DIVISION.

Major-General HOOKER, Commanding.

Surgeon JOHN MOORE, U. S. A., Medical Director.

THIRD CORPS.

Brigadier-General STONEMAN, Commanding.

Surgeon G. L. PANCOAST, IT. S. Vol., Medical Director.
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LEFT GKAND DIVISION.
Major-General FRANKLIN, Commanding.

FIRST COKPS.

Major-General REYNOLDS, Commanding.

Surgeon J. THEO. HEARD, U. S. Vol., Medical Director.

DIVISIONS.
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Thefollowing tables, exhibiting the number of wounded, the seat of injury,

etc., etc., were compiledfrom the "
lists of wounded" sent to me from the

different hospitals, in which the name of every man was recorded. I

am indebted to Assistant-Surgeon Warren Webster, U. S. A., for them,

and I believe them to be strictly accurate.

WOUNDED IN THE SECOND CORPS.
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WOUNDED IN THE NINTH CORPS.
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WOUNDED IN THE THIRD CORPS.
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WOUNDED IN THE FIFTH CORPS.
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WOUNDED IN THE FIRST CORPS.

EEGION.
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WOUNDED IN THE SIXTH CORPS.

EEGION.
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TOTAL WOUNDED OF THE ENGINEER CORPS AND ARTILLERY

RESERVE.
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WOUNDED IN THE FIRST CORPS.
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Having been directed to send these wounded to

the General Hospitals in "Washington, I began their

removal on the 16th of December, and continued it

from time to time, until the 26th of that month, when

the last were sent away. I was very anxious to pur-

sue the same course toward the seriously wounded

in this battle, as I did with similar cases in the battle

of Antietam. Many lives had been saved by the

establishment of the Antietam hospital, and I felt

convinced that such an institution would again pro-

duce the same happy effect. The tent hospitals were

fitted up comfortably, with all the necessary appli-

ances, and the Medical officers were taking the deep-

est interest in their patients. I represented the mat-

ter to the Commanding General, but he desired me

to send them away without any unnecessary delay.

Soon after the action, the slightly wounded were sent

in charge of Medical officers to Aquia Creek depot,

by railroad, and thence by steamers to "Washington.

In the removal of the serious cases, the floors of the

cars were covered with hay, upon which mattresses,

beds, and bed-sacks filled with hay were placed, and

the patients carefully taken from the hospitals, and

put in the cars
;
in the very serious cases the sufferers

were not removed from the mattresses upon which

they lay in the hospitals, but were carried by hand to

the cars, whence they were removed in like manner
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to the transports, remaining undisturbed upon their

beds until they reached Washington. A Medical

officer, with an attendant, and instruments, stimu-

lants, and dressings, was in each car, and, when

necessary, he accompanied his patients to Washing-

ton. Every care was taken of these men, who in nu-

merous instances expressed with much feeling their

gratitude for the kindness and attention of the Medi-

cal officers who had done so much to make their

transportation comfortable. I never saw wounded

men so carefully removed, and I can safely say that

no more suffering was occasioned than the severity

of the wounds necessarily entailed. While the battle

was in progress, and after it was over, nearly one

thousand men (no one of whom had a wound of any

consequence, and many were uninjured) jumped in

the cars, and climbed on the top, at the depot near

Fredericksburg, and went to Aquia Creek, twelve

miles distant, where they knew no hospitals were

established. Before the battle, strict orders had, at

my request, been given to the guard at this depot, to

allow no wounded to get on the cars
;
but unfortu-

nately the guard was worthless, and permitted these

men to go, as fast as steam could carry them, out of

reach of the hospitals which they knew had been pre-

pared for accommodation. These are the men who in

battle run to the rear, beyond even the sound of the
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enemy's guns, and complain of the Surgeons, whom

they sedulously avoid, lest their wounds should "be

found so trifling as not to prevent them from partici-

pating in the fight. These are the cowardly strag-

glers who abandon their colors on the field of battle

for the slightest injury (often self-inflicted), and raise

a clamor which, unhappily, too many are found to

echo. How different those, whether slightly or seri-

ously wounded, who have borne the burden and heat

of the day ! rarely do they complain of want of care
;

on the contrary, expressions of thankfulness often

escape their lips for the attention bestowed upon

them.

The following table, furnished me by the Medical

Purveyor, shows the extra supplies brought to the

front. These were ready for issue before they were

wanted, and were kept at the depot near the field,

until no more were required. The Medical Direc-

tors of Corps, without exception, reported that all

their hospitals were fully supplied with every thing

necessary for the proper care and treatment of the

wounded.
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Table of Extra Amounts of Supplies at the Battle of Fredericksburg, Va.

AETICLES.
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efficiency of the Army was very much impaired, and

as it might soon be called upon to meet the same

enemy, it became all officers to use their utmost

efforts to encourage and arouse their men to a

healthy fighting tone. The care bestowed upon the

wounded in this engagement exerted a very benefi-

cial influence upon the morale of the troops ;
for they

saw that, if men did fall in a battle from which we

gathered only the bitter fruits of defeat, the Medical

Department had become more able than before to

fulfil its important duty. There was no department

which labored more diligently to obviate the evil

effects of the late disaster. After every engagement,

whatever the issue, every portion of an army is more

or less disorganized, and in no one is the effect more

seriously felt than in the Medical Department. After

the wounded had been sent to Washington, I was

engaged in perfecting the details of the organization

which I had instituted in the previous autumn, cany-

ing out measures for improving the health of the

Army such as those regarding the location and

police of the camps, the food, cooking, and police of

the men; the reestablishment of regimental hospi-

tals, etc., etc. "We were now in the midst of winter,

which in this latitude is exceedingly inclement, and

it was uncertain whether the troops would remain

stationary, and make themselves as comfortable as
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tlieir surroundings would permit, or whether they

would again be called upon to try the strength of the

enemy. In the latter event, it was impossible to con-

jecture when or where this would be done. It is

very difficult to labor in such a fog of uncertainty ;

nevertheless this Department was in a short time

fully prepared to meet any emergency. This gratify-

ing result was, in a great degree, owing to the manly,

self-reliant feeling which pervaded the Medical Staff;

these officers deeply felt that proper organization

had made their labors more valuable than ever before,

and that their department was increasing in useful-

ness after every battle. Stimulated by the worthy

pride of having succeeded so well in discharging the

duties which devolved upon them at Fredericksburg,

the Medical officers were conscious of their ability to

accomplish still more in future. A Medical Board,

consisting of Surgeons Suckley and Pineo, U. S. Vol-

unteers, and Assistant-Surgeon Thomson, U. S. A., had

been ordered in October, at my request, for the ex-

amination of Medical officers, whose professional

qualifications were doubted. The proceedings of this

Board were much interrupted by the movements of

the Army shortly after its organization. Seventeen

officers were, however, examined, three of whom were

found competent and fourteen found incompetent to

discharge the duties for which they had been com- !
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missioned. Careless and incompetent practitioners

were gradually weeded out "by the action of similar

Boards, which were convened, from time to time, for

such investigations. On the 20th of January, 1863,

General Burnside ordered a forward movement. The

greater portion of the Army left its encampments,

with the view of turning the left flank of the enemy,

who lay on the south side of the Kappahannock. Dur-

ing the night following the marching of the troops

a very heavy rain fell
;
the mud became so deep, and

the low grounds along the river so covered with water,

as effectually to prevent the progress of the troops.

The delay consequent upon the state of the weather

made the design of the Commanding General evi-

dent to the enemy, even if he were not already

aware of it, and the troops were ordered to return

to the camps which they had previously occupied.

Before this movement the most suitable site had been

selected near Aquia Creek depot, where hospitals

were established for the accommodation of the sick,

to break up the custom of sending great numbers of

men to General Hospitals on the eve of a march.

Upon the return of the troops to their encampments

these hospitals were broken up, the seriously ill sent

to Washington, and the remainder to the regimental

hospitals, which were reestablished. In each corps

division hospitals, were formed, in accordance with
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the instructions contained in my circular of October

30, 1862, as far as they were applicable to such cases,

for taking care of such sick as could not be properly

treated in regimental hospitals, and enabling Medical

officers to become familiar with the manner in which

such hospitals should be conducted. None were

formed, however, in the Third Division of the Sixth

Corps, under Surgeon Holman, the sick being amply

provided for in the regimental hospitals. In the

middle of January, the sickness in this Army, which

then numbered nearly two hundred thousand men,

was a little over eight per cent. "When we consider

the season of the year, the number of raw troops just

added to the Army (fifty-six regiments), and the

utterly inadequate protection afforded by the shelter

tent, this percentage was not excessive. Leaving out

the new regiments, the ratio was about five per cent.

Venereal disease prevailed to a great degree among
the newly arrived troops, among whom were also

found numerous cases of hernia. On the 9th of

January I directed the establishment of an hospital

in Washington, exclusively for the treatment of these

diseases. I wished more care bestowed upon such

cases, and hoped the result of the treatment would be

valuable to science, and more easily obtained than

from the scattered records of the various hospitals

throughout the country. The movement of the
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Army, in anticipation of a battle, prevented me from

giving further attention to the subject at this time,

and in February a new department was created, in-

cluding Washington, the commander of which was

independent of the Commanding General of the Army
of the Potomac

;
the hospitals in Washington, conse-

quently, passed from my control, and my power to

carry out this project ceased. I am unable to say

whether an hospital of this kind was established, but

I am still convinced of the propriety of the measure.

The "List of Wounded" and "Tabular Statements"

required to be sent to the Medical Director's office,

were not as complete as I desired. I carefully revised

them, and issued new forms, copies of which, and of

the weekly reports of sick, will be found in the

Appendix.

It was impossible, even with the aid of the As-

sistant Medical Director, Dr. Clements, U. S. A, in

managing the Medical Department of so large an

army, properly to inspect it. At my request, Assist-

ant-Surgeon Warren Webster, U. S. A., was appointed

Medical Inspector for the Army at large. The Med-

ical Directors were held responsible, under general

instructions, for the management of their Corps, and

their duties were too onerous to allow them to give

that minute attention to their departments, and to

exercise that complete supervision of their officers,
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which their position required. Early in January I

instituted a system of inspections, instructing each

Medical Director to appoint in his corps a Medical

Inspector, and, on the 9th of February, I issued the

following instructions for their guidance. (The form

referred to will be found in the Appendix :)

LC, I

), 1863. )

" HEADQUAETERS, ABMY OP THE POTOMAC,

Medical Director's Office, February 9,

"DocTOK : Enclosed I send you a form of inspection

report, which I wish used in your Corps. This report

will be made monthly, and sent to this office within

three days after the close of the month during which

the inspection was made. You will also please re-

quire your Inspector to make to you a report in the

same form each week of the regiments and batteries

inspected. The main points to which it is thought

advisable to direct your attention, are sufficiently in-

dicated by the headings, and no deviation from the

form will be made. Should, however, you or your

Inspector deem it of value to the service, or of in-

terest to science, to make special observations or re-

ports, not indicated by this form, they will be received

with favor. In forwarding this report, you will ac-

company it with a written report upon the general

sanitary condition of the troops, the attention of

Medical officers to their duties, and whatever in any
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way affects the health of the men intrusted to your care,

or may be of value in rendering the Medical Depart-

ment of your Corps more efficient, and you are desired

to communicate freely and unreservedly with me on

this subject. You will also, in this latter report, em-

body a history of the Corps sufficiently in detail to

give a clear knowledge of all its operations during the

month, that directly or indirectly bear upon the Med-

ical Department, so that there may be in this office a

full medical history of the Corps under your charge.

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon your atten-

tion that the object of these inspections is to secure

reliable information as to the actual condition of the

Medical Department of this Army, and to bring to

notice all errors, neglects, deficiencies, and wants of

every kind; to bring to notice also the cases of

prompt and intelligent attention to duty, and of

earnest endeavor to promote the best interests of the

service
;
to bring to light the good as well as the bad.

In order to render these inspections of service, you are

especially desired to apply at once the proper remedy
for any evils that may exist, as soon as they are

brought to your notice, and no consideration must

deter you from acting fearlessly and without delay.

Inspections can only be of service when the errors

and wants which they bring to light are remedied upon
the spot. Should it be beyond your power to act
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with the assistance of your commander, you will

please report promptly the facts to this office. You

will please require your Inspector to make special in-

spections, as often as you may deem necessary, to as-

certain if your orders are carried out, and also direct

him to instruct Medical officers in the proper mode of

performing their duties, and particularly to impress

upon them that the duties of Medical officers are not

confined to prescribing drugs, but that it is also their

duty, and one which is of the highest importance, to

preserve the health of those who are well. This is a

subject of the deepest interest, and Medical officers

will be specially instructed upon this point, and

directed to bestow particular attention upon the san-

itary condition of the camps and men. The preven-

tion of disease is the highest object of medical science.

"
Very respectfully,

" Your obedient servant,

"JONA. LETTEKMAN,
. Medical Director?

It will be perceived that the preservation of the

health of the Army was, in my opinion, a matter of par-

amount importance. My efforts to reduce the amount

of disease to the lowest possible ratio were unceasing,

and my attention was constantly given to the location

and police of the camps, to the proper arrangement of
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the hospitals, and to the care bestowed upon the sick

and wounded. I found that the labors of Dr. "Webster

were greater than one officer could perform, and ap-

pointed Surgeon J. H. Taylor, U. S. Yols., Medical

Inspector for the Army. The services of these gen-

tlemen were exceedingly valuable, not only as In-

spectors, but as assistants on the field of battle. They

were able, impartial, and fearless in the discharge of

all their duties, and reflected credit on the department

of which they were officers.

I am convinced that there exists in the minds of

many, perhaps the majority, of line officers, a very im-

perfect conception of the position of Medical officers,

and the objects for which a Medical Staff was insti-

tuted. It is a popular delusion that the highest

duties of Medical officers are performed in prescribing

a drug or amputating a limb
;
and the troops fre-

quently feel the ill effect of this obsolete idea, and are

often unnecessarilybroken down in health and compel-

led to endure sufferingwhich would have been avoided

did commanders take a comprehensive view of this im-

portant subject. It is a matter of surprise that such a

prejudice should exist in this enlightened age, particu-

larly among highly intelligent men ;
and it were well

if commanding officers would disabuse their minds of

it, and permit our armies to profit more fully by the

beneficial advice of those who, for years, have made the
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laws of life a study, and who are therefore best able to

counteract the influences which so constantly tend to

undermine the health of an army and destroy its

efficiency. A corps of Medical officers was not estab-

lished solely for the purpose of attending the wounded

and sick; the proper treatment of these sufferers is

certainly a matter of very great importance, and is an

imperative duty, but the labors of Medical officers

cover a more extended field. The leading idea, which

should be constantly kept in view, is to strengthen

the hands of the Commanding General by keeping

his army in the most vigorous health, thus rendering

it, in the highest degree, efficient for enduring fatigue

and privation, and for fighting. In this view, the

duties of such a corps are of vital importance to the

success of an army, and commanders seldom appre-

ciate the fall effect of their proper fulfilment. Med-

ical officers should possess a thorough knowledge of

the powers, wants, and capabilities of the human

system, the effect of food, raiment, and climate, with

all its multiplied vicissitudes, the influences for evil

which surround the health of an army, and the means

necessary to combat them successfully. They should

also possess quickness of perception, a sound judg-

ment, promptness in action, and skill in the treatment

of medical and surgical diseases. It is the interest of

the Government, aside from all motives of humanity,
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to bestow the greatest possible care upon its wounded

and sick, and to use every means to preserve the

health of those who are well, since the greater the

labor given to the preservation of health, the greater

will be the number for duty, and the more attention

bestowed upon the sick and wounded, the more speed-

ily will they perform the duties for which they were

employed, or be discharged from a service which they

can no longer benefit. When Medical officers consider

this subject attentively, all their high and important

duties will naturally occur to them. The measures

resulting from my views of the duty of a Medical

Staff exerted a beneficial influence upon the troops,

whose dispirited condition was so perceptible after the

battle of Fredericksburg. Whatever may have been

the cause of this depressed feeling, there was no doubt

of its existence
;
and constant watchfulness and deter-

mination were required of Medical officers to detect the

numerous cases of feigned sickness, to prevent the lists

of sick being swelled by men who magnified trifling

ailments to avoid duty, and to break up the existing

mania for being sent to General Hospitals, from which

they too seldom returned to their commands. Deser-

tion was announced, in orders from headquarters, to

be " of alarming frequency ;

"
all Provost Marshals

were " called upon to redouble their vigilance to pre-

vent it." When such habits prevail, there cannot ex-
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ist among the troops that feeling which should actuate

them in sight of the enemy, whom they were liable at

any time to meet again upon the field of battle.

Many of the labors of this department were inter-

rupted by the movement of the Army in the lattei

part of January. After the troops had returned to

their camps, General Burnside was relieved, and

Major-General Hooker placed in command of the

Army on the 26th of that month. From that time

until the latter part of April, frequent storms of snow

and rain swept over the country, making the roads

almost impassable, and every one exceedingly uncom-

fortable. The few clear days were not sufficient to

dry up the deep mud for which this part of Virginia

became so famous, and which certainly will not be

soon forgotten by those who were compelled to live

in it during that winter. Timber was abundant

during the early part of the season, but, toward its

close, became very scarce and difficult to obtain,

owing to the wide-spreading sea of mud and mire.

The uncertainty regarding the length of time the

Army would remain inactive prevented the men from

being properly protected from the inclemencies of the

weather
;
and since the tente cP'abri, the only shelter

provided by Government, was inadequate for that

purpose, the troops were left to their own ingenuity to

shield themselves from the rain, the snow, and the
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cold. The Army was considered an active army in

the field, and not in winter quarters, as it should have

been, and as it was, so far as any operations against

the enemy were involved. The men were left to bur-

row and shelter themselves as well as they were able
;

in some cases they occupied the log huts constructed

by the enemy when he held this portion of the coun-

try at the beginning of the war
;
in other instances,

they excavated the earth, from six to eighteen inches,

and over this built a pen of logs, two or three feet

high, and covered by the shelter tent or brush and

dirt. Many regimental commanders took little inter-

est in the welfare of their men
;
and although many

of the evils inseparable from this want of attention

were corrected by the Medical Department, I deemed

it expedient to bring the subject to the notice of the

Commanding General in the following note :

A.C, )

), 1863. )

"
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

Medical Director's Office, March 9,

" GENEKAL : I have the honor to invite the atten-

tion of the Commanding General to a practice quite

prevalent in this Army : that of excavating the earth,

building a hut over the hole, and covering it over

with brush and dirt or canvas. This system is ex-

ceedingly pernicious, and must have a deleterious

effect upon the health of the troops occupying these
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abominable habitations. They are hot-beds for low

forms of fever, and when not productive of such dis-

eases, the health of the men is undermined, even if

they are not compelled to report sick. I strongly re-

commend that all troops that are using such huts be

directed. at once to discontinue their use, and that they

be moved to new ground, and either build new huts

or live in tents. I also recommend that in huts cov-

ered by canvas, the covering be removed at least

twice a week, if the weather will permit, and that the

men throughout the Army be compelled to hang their

bedding in the open air every clear day : in huts not

built over an excavation, but covered with brush and

dirt or other material which cannot be removed, that

such apertures, as the Medical Directors may deem

necessary, be made in them, to allow light and ventila-

tion. I am convinced of the propriety of these sug-

gestions from information which I have derived from

reports of inspections, made by my orders, within the

past few weeks, in order to be informed of the condi-

tion of the Army, and from my own observations.

" I am, General, very respectfully,
" Your obedient servant,

"JONA. LETTERMAIST,

Medical Director.

"
Brig.-Gen. S. WILLIAMS,

\ Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac?
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A low grade of fever, bearing in some of its feat-

ures a resemblance to typhus fever, appeared in a

regiment which had been quartered by its commander

in some old huts built by the enemy two years before.

The regiment was at once compelled to
'

vacate these

huts and to occupy tents pitched upon new ground,

and the disease speedily disappeared. I gave a great

deal of attention to "
police

"
in the widest meaning of

the term, and it was very generally enforced within

the camps, some of which were even decorated hand-

somely with evergreens.

During the latter part of January, diarrhoea, and

fever of a typhoid type, prevailed to a greater extent

than was warranted by the circumstances in which

the Army was placed. Symptoms of scurvy also

began to appear. The ratio of cases of the first dis-

ease, treated during this month, was 68.12 per thou-

sand of the mean strength, and for those of typhus,

typhoid, and typho-malarial fevers (taken together),

3.43 per thousand. Nor did the patients recover as

rapidly as I thought they should, in view of the care

and skill bestowed upon their treatment. The low

vitality of the men was caused, in my opinion, by
the want of fresh vegetables. I examined the issues,

and found that, in addition to the usual abundant

rations, large quantities of potatoes had been issued

at the principal depot of commissary supplies. I was



106 MEDICAL RECOLLECTIONS OF

not yet convinced that I had attributed this low

degree of vitality to the wrong cause
;
and more minute

inquiry proved that, while large supplies of potatoes

had been issued, as I have just remarked, the troops

received in some cases a very small quantity, and in

others none at all. To secure to the men the vegeta-

bles procured for them by the indefatigable Chief

Commissary, Colonel Clarke (who filled his impor-

tant position so agreeably, and so well), I addressed

the following communication to the Medical Directors

of Corps, on the 3d of February :

" DOCTOK : The issue of fresh vegetables and occa-

sional changes of diet, are indispensable to the health

and consequent efficiency of the troops. The authority

of Medical officers in securing such issues is entirely

advisory ;
but it is the imperative duty of all Medical

officers, and especially of Medical Directors, to repre-

sent to their military commanders the necessity of

having them made regularly. Fresh potatoes should

be issued three times and onions twice a week, and

fresh bread at all times when possible. When onions

are not to be procured, a double allowance of pota-

toes should be issued. You will at once request the

commander of your corps to direct the commissaries

in his command to make the issues above mentioned,

and it is enjoined upon you not to relax your efforts
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in this matter, so vitally important to the health of

the troops, and the interests of the service. You will

please direct each regimental Surgeon to state, in the

" Remarks " on his weekly report of sick, how often

these issues have been made during the preceding

week, which you will condense in the " Remarks " on

your weekly report to this office. You will please

report to this office what action you have taken in

pursuance of these instructions, and at the expiration

of two weeks make a full report on the subject.

"
Very respectfully,

" Your obedient servant,

" JONA. LETTERMAIST,

Medical Director"

On the 7th of February the Commanding General,

at the suggestion of Colonel Clarke, ordered that

subordinate commissaries should show good reasons

why they had not issued fresh and dried vegetables,

and fresh bread, whenever these articles had not been

furnished by them to the troops. The effect of these

measures was soon apparent. The sickness began to

subside, the patients to recover more rapidly, and the

general health of the Army to improve. The ratio

of cases of diarrhoea in February was 54.12 per thou-

sand, and for those of the fevers before mentioned,

2.80 per thousand. In all measures for improving
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the health of the troops, I was heartily assisted by
the Medical Directors of Corps, and the officers of the

department generally, each one of whom (with rare

exceptions) felt it his duty to do all in his power to

increase the efficiency of his department, and in this

way to augment the strength of the army to which

he belonged. The condition of the Army, and the

effect of the means adopted to preserve the health of

the troops, are shown in the following commu-

nication :

" HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, -\

MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE, v-

Camp near Falmouih, Virginia, April 4, 1863. )

" GENEKAL : I have the honor to submit, for the

information of the Commanding General, the enclosed

reports on the sickness of this Army. The paper

marked ' A 7 shows the whole number of sick in this

Army to be, on the 28th of March ult., ten thousand

five hundred and seventy-two. The Corps exhibiting

the greatest ratio of sick, are those in which there is

the greatest number of new regiments. Thus the

First Corps, having a ratio of 90.02 per thousand, has,

according to the data in this office, eighteen new and

twenty-one old regiments. The Sixth Corps, with a

ratio of 46.16 per thousand, has only four new and

thirty old regiments. The ratio for the whole

Army is 67.64 per thousand.
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" When it is considered that, since the 1st of Feb-

ruary, less than eight hundred sick have been sent

beyond the lines of this Army (excepting those of

the Ninth Corps, which was ordered away), the ratio

of sick is small. The paper marked <

B,' taken from

the monthly sick reports of January and February,

affords more explicit information regarding the health

of the Army. It shows that all the more serious

diseases to which troops in camp are liable, and

especially those which depend upon neglect of sani-

tary precautions and bad diet, have decreased in a

marked degree during the month of February. This

paper shows that during this month typhoid fevers

decreased twenty-eight per cent., and diarrhoeas thirty-

two per cent.
;
and I have every reason to expect that

the reports for March (which have not yet been

received) will exhibit a continued decrease. Numer-

ous reports, made to this office, refer to the general

improvement in the health, tone, and vigor of those

who are not reported sick an improvement which

figures will not exhibit but which is apparent to

officers whose attention is directed to the health of

the men. This favorable state of the health of the

Army, and the decrease in the severity of the cases

of disease is, in a great measure, to be attributed to

the improvement in the diet of the men, commenced

about the 1st of February, by the issue of fresh bread
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and fresh vegetables, which has caused the disappear-

ance of the symptoms of scurvy, that in January

began to assume a serious aspect throughout the

Army ;
to the increased attention to sanitary regula-

tions, both in camps and hospitals ;
to the more gen-

eral practice of cooking by companies, and to the zeal

and energy displayed by the Medical Directors of

Corps, and the Medical officers of this Army gener-

ally, in inculcating the absolute necessity of cleanli-

ness, and attention to the precautions for preserving

the health of the troops, which the united experience

of the armies of Europe and our own has shown to

be indispensable to their efficiency. I have unceas-

ingly impressed upon all officers of this department,

the primary importance of carrying into effect sani-

tary measures to prevent sickness, and my directions

and suggestions have been carried out with an intelli-

gence and zeal which it affords me great satisfaction

to bring to the notice of the Commanding General.

It also affords me pleasure to state that the Medical

officers have found their commanders, with very few

exceptions, willing to carry into effect their sugges-

tions to this end.

"
Much, very much remains to be done

;
but the

earnestness and ability of the Medical officers of this

Army, to which I have alluded, and to which much

of the improvement in the health of the troops is due,
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give the assurance that, so far as depends upon their

exertions, nothing will be left undone to raise to a

still higher degree the effective fighting strength of

the Army of the Potomac.

" I am, General, very respectfully,

" Your obedient servant,

JONA. LETTEKMAN,
Medical Director.

"
Brigadier-General S. WILLIAMS,

Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac?

For the month of March the ratio per thousand,

of typhoid fevers, was 4.22, of diarrhoea 49.05. The

ratio for the former disease in the month of April

was 3.78, and for diarrhoea 33.96. On the 25th of

that month, a few days before the battle of Chancel-

lorsville, the ratio per thousand for the whole Army,
which numbered, exclusive of cavalry, one hundred

and forty thousand eight hundred and ten, was 44.58.

The last of this month showed a decrease of forty-one

per cent, in the ratio of typhoid fever, compared with

that of January, and in diarrhoea and dysentery a

decrease of more than fifty per cent.

The weather during February and March was

much more inclement than in the month of January,

yet the health of the Army steadily improved. The

latter part of April was mild and dry, but not suffi-
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ciently so to account for the decrease in sickness.

The Corps of cavalry (which on the 4th of April was

over seventeen thousand strong) is not included in the

calculation of the ratio for the Army, as it was absent

on an expedition, endeavoring to destroy General

Lee's communications with Eichmond. My anticipa-

tions were realized, as will be perceived from the fact

that this Army, which numbered over one hundred

and forty thousand, infantry and artillery, had, in

defiance of the numerous and powerful influences for

evil acting upon the health of the men, a sick report

under four and a half per cent. Not only was the

percentage small, but those not on the lists of sick,

were in vigorous health, and in the buoyant spirits

arising therefrom. More soldiers die by disease than

by violence, and if a Medical Staff can secure their

health, its officers contribute largely to the success of

a campaign.

I had a twofold object in perfecting the physical

condition of the troops. First, that the Commanding

General should have an army upon whose health he

could rely. Second, that those who might be

wounded should be in a condition to bear the shock,

and the operation, the suppuration, and confinement,

with every prospect of recovery.

No commander ever had an army in better health

or in higher spirits, no wounded ever progressed more
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favorably than those from the field of Chancellors-

ville.

During the winter, the Medical Department was

visited by Brigadier-General Muir, Deputy Medical

Inspector-General, and Medical Inspector Taylor (both

of the British Army), Dr. Bellows, and other distin-

tinguished gentlemen connected with the Sanitary

movement in the United States. On the 13th of

April I directed the establishment of division hos-

pitals (formed of tents) for the Second, Third, Fifth,

and Sixth Corps near Potomac Creek, and as near the

railroad running from Aquia Creek depot to Freder-

icksburg as the character of the country would per-

mit those for the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps near

Brooks' station, on the same road
;
those for the First

Corps on the Potomac River, near the depot at the

mouth of Aquia Creek
;
those for the cavalry on this

creek, a short distance from the depot. The hospitals

of each corps preserved the division organization, inde-

pendent in all its appointments. They were pitched

near one another, all under the general charge of

one officer, and abundantly supplied with officers,

nurses, cooks, medicines, etc. Those men who were

seriously ill were placed in hospital tents, and those

who, from some slight ailment, were unable to march,

were lodged in wall, Sibley, and shelter tents. An
officer of the line was, at my request, ordered to act

8
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as quartermaster and commissary for all these hos-

pitals. I desired a guard for them, "but could not ob-

tain it, although they contained about eight thousand

men, when the Army moved to Chancellorsville.

In addition to the battle reports required, I issued

the form for another report, and, in transmitting it to

Medical Directors of Corps, alluded to other matters,

as will be perceived, in the following letter :

IAC, )

\ 1863.
)

"
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

Medical Director's Office, April 27,

" DOCTOR : I enclose you blank forms for the pur-

pose of obtaining a report of the number of killed,

wounded, and missing, the number of men engaged,

and the Medical officers present for duty, according to

the reports of the regimental commanders, in the next

battle in which this Army may be engaged. This

report you will please send to this office at the earliest

practicable period after an engagement. You are also

desired to send a special report, in detail, of the prep-

arations made in the Medical Department of your

Corps previous to a battle, and of its operations

during and after a battle. Hitherto the officers of

this department have been able to give but little at-

tention to the professional history of any engagement.

The medical and surgical history of a battle is a sub-

ject of deep interest to the profession and to human-
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ity; and with the opportunities afforded by the

battles which may yet take place, much valuable in-

formation may be contributed by the earnest attention

of Medical officers to the advancement of medical

science. It must not be forgotten that they are pro-

fessional men, and, as such, that it becomes them to

use every effort to promote the interests and objects

of the profession to which they belong. The knowl-

edge which the officers of this department have had,

and may yet have opportunities of gathering, is of

such a character and of such an extent as will, when

made known, go far toward filling the hiatus which

exists in that branch of the science in which we are

now engaged that of military surgery; and it is

hoped that they will not permit these opportunities,

now within their reach, to pass without availing them-

selves of the advantages which they afford. Your

particular attention is invited to this subject, and you

are desired to call the attention of all the Medical

officers in the Corps of which you are the Medical

Director to its importance, and to direct that the Sur-

geons-in-Chief of divisions cause the Tabular State-

ments to be made with the strictest accuracy, and that

all cases of tetanus and secondary hemorrhage be

carefully noted, and that all cases of whatever nature,

which are of especial interest, be, as far as possible,

reported in detail. The labor and attention necessary
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to collect the requisite data at tlie time when it is

most abundant, as well as of making such reports

while engaged in the active duties incident to the

field, are well known ;
but the abilities and zeal of the

Medical officers of the Army of the Potomac which

have already been shown, convince me that, in addi-

tion to the weighty labors which fall upon them at

such periods, they are able to accomplish this, and, if

necessary, still more.

"Very respectfully,
" Your obedient servant,

"JCXNA. LETTEKMAN,
Medical Director.

" To the Medical Directors of Corps"

In addition to the supplies on hand when the Army
moved for Chancellorsville, I directed a large amount

of battle supplies to be sent to the depot near Fred-

icksburg, and had made arrangements with General

Ingalls, Chief Quartermaster, by which all the wagons

necessary would be given to transport them to such a

point as I might deem expedient. Very few of these

articles were required.

That portion of the Army which engaged the

enemy at Chancellorsville reached the field on the

30th of April and 1st of May. The Medical Depart-

ment was, in all respects, well appointed.



THE AKMY OF THE POTOMAC. 117

The First and Sixth Corps and one division of the

Second were ordered to operate in the vicinity of

Fredericksburg. The First Corps, under Major-Gen-

eral Beynolds, marched to the Kappahannock, about

four miles below that city.
" The ambulances and

wagons of the Medical Department moved, as by

order, with the trains of each division, and at night

parked immediately in the rear of the troops."
* Two

bridges were thrown over this river with some diffi-

culty, the enemy making a vigorous opposition from

the intrenchments on the south bank. As soon as

the bridges were completed, a division moved over.

" Before the crossing was made, the three division hos-

pitals were established near the Fitzhugh House, and

about half a mile from the river, upon a level and

good road. The ambulances and hospital wagons

were brought and parked near the hospitals. A few

ambulances from each division were advanced toward

the river and placed in readiness to receive the

wounded from the stretcher-bearers," f each regiment

which crossed having been " followed by six men from

the Ambulance Corps with stretchers." Among the

important operations in this corps, was an amputation,

at the hip-joint, on the person of James Kelly, a pri-

*
Eeport of Surgeon J. Theodore Heard, U. S. Vols., Medical Director

First Army Corps.

t Eeport of Surgeon J. Theodore Heard, U. S. Vols.
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vate of Company B, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Volun-

teers, by Surgeon Edward Shippen, U. S. Vols., on

the 29th of April. The upper portion of the left

thigh was struck by a conical ball, producing a com-

minuted fracture, and lodging in the bone. The oper-

ation was performed in the field hospital, a few

minutes after the receipt of the injury, with little loss

of blood. The patient progressed favorably until the

14th of June, when the Army marched to Maryland.

I gave orders that he should not be removed, and he

(with a few other grave cases) was placed in charge

of a Surgeon, with medical and surgical supplies and

food. Directions were given this officer to represent

to the enemy the importance of not moving him, and

that he had been left because the transportation

would, in all human probability, cause his death. In

violation of common humanity, he was, in a few days,

removed to Richmond, where he remained until early

in July. On the 16th of that month he arrived at

Annapolis, Maryland, much emaciated, suffering from

diarrho3a, total loss of appetite, and the wound affected

with hospital gangrene. He was placed in a tent by

himself, and given plenty of fresh air and a generous

diet. The stump was dressed with dry oakum the

only local application used. On the 15th of Septem-

ber his general health was much improved, the wound

having assumed a healthy appearance. He was dis-
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charged, for loss of limb, on the 7th of December,

1863. The wound had healed perfectly, entirely cov-

ering the stump, which would bear pressure without

pain. His general health was excellent, and he could

walk about as much as any person obliged to use

crutches. Nearly a year later he was in fine health,

superintending a small farm which he owned in Penn-

sylvania. The recovery of this man was remarkable,

as the only case of successful amputation at the hip-

joint (on the field) that came to my notice during the

war, and, I believe, the only one in this country under

such circumstances.* Happy as was the result in this

instance, this operation should not be performed on the

field, unless it be the only means of saving the pa-

tient's life. The chances of recovery are so few that

no Surgeon can be justified in resorting to an opera-

tion so grave, except under the most profound sense

of duty to a patient as a professional man. No

thought of adding to his surgical reputation should

have the slightest influence. The operation in this

case was admirably performed, within fifteen minutes

after the wound had been received (I was informed

by Dr. Heard, Medical Director of the First Corps),

and the patient would, in all probability, have died

had any other course been pursued. This Corps was

* I am indebted to Surgeon Yanderkieft, U. S. Vols., for the details

of this case from the time the patient was taken to Kichmond.
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ordered to Chancellorsville, and upon its arrival took

a position on the extreme right of the line in a for-

est with dense undergrowth. Those who were

wounded near Fredericksburg were left in their hos-

pitals, abundantly supplied with every thing neces-

sary for their welfare. The First Corps did not

arrive in tune to participate in the battle of Chancel-

lorsville, and had few wounded on that field. On

the 6th of May, it returned to its former camps near

Belle Plain.
" All the arrangements of the Medical

Department and the Ambulance Corps worked with

great harmony, supplies were abundant, and I nrmly

believe that the wounded were cared for in the best

possible manner." *

The Fifth Corps, under Major-General Meade, the

Eleventh, under Major-General Howard, and the

Twelfth, under Major-General Slocum, marched by

way of Kelly's Ford over the Eappahannock, and

Ely's Ford over the Kapidan, and reached Chancel-

lorsville on the 30th of April. Some slight skirmish-

ing occurred on their way to this place, so appropri-

ately denominated the Wilderness. On the 1st of

May the division of regulars, of the Fifth Corps, on

our left, advanced on the " Old Richmond Pike "

toward Fredericksburg, met the enemy about a mile

from Chancellorsville, and drove him about two miles,

*
Report of Surgeon Heard, Medical Director of the First Corps.
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when, to avoid being outflanked, our troops were

ordered to retire. The Twelfth Corps moved on the

plank road leading to Fredericksburg, and drove the

enemy back, within a short distance of the Tabernacle

Church, when it was ordered to retire. A new line

was formed, like a crescent with the building called

Chancellorsville about the middle of the line, but

well to the front. Two divisions of the Second

Corps, under Major-General Couch, reached the field

late on the 30th of April, or early on the 1st of May.

About noon on the latter day, the Third Corps, com-

manded by Major-General Sickles, arrived on the

field. These Corps together numbered, on the 25th

of April, over seventy-five thousand effective men.

On the afternoon of May 2d the Twelfth Corps again

advanced on the plank road, but found the enemy in

strong force, and after severe fighting it was com-

pelled to fall back to its former position. This day

was passed in manoeuvring, and taking up positions,

until about six o'clock in the evening, when the

Eleventh Corps, on our right, was suddenly attacked

with great impetuosity, by a portion of the enemy's

forces under Lieutenant-General (Stonewall) Jackson,

Our troops fled in haste and confusion to the rear
;

all efforts to rally them being vain, other troops were

quickly sent to this part of the field, and succeeded in

checking the progress of the enemy. After dark we
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attempted to regain the ground lost by the flight of

this Corps, and, I understood, the design was accom-

plished. The engagement presented a scene of the

most magnificent character. The entire field was

brilliantly illuminated by the incessant flashing of

many guns, and the whole region resounded with the

deafening roar of artillery. During this night Lieu-

tenant-General Jackson was accidentally wounded by
some of his own 'men, and shortly afterwards died.

In him we lost a formidable enemy, and the rebellion

a powerful supporter to that cause
;

"A blast from out his bugle-horn

Were worth ten thousand men."

Before morning our line was drawn nearer to

Chancellorsville. The battle proper opened about

five o'clock in the morning of May 3d, and was main-

tained with great obstinacy for several hours, when

our troops were driven from the field. A new line

was formed, about three-quarters of a mile in the rear

of that occupied in the beginning of the engagement,

and in a short time made formidable by intrench-

ments, behind which the Army remained until it re-

crossed the Eappahannock on the night of May 5th,

and returned to the vicinity of its former encamp-

ments.

The Sixth Corps, commanded by Major-General
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Sedgwick, operating in the vicinity of Fredericks-

burg, crossed to the south bank of the Kappahannock,

on the 29th of April, about two miles below the

city, toward which it advanced. General Sedgwick

received information that the enemy had abandoned

Marye's Heights, in the rear of the town, but on

his approach, found them occupied by the opposing

forces. On the 3d of May at noon he ordered them

to be stormed, which was most gallantly and success-

fully done, by the veteran troops, in less than an hour.

He pressed on, and late in the afternoon overtook

the enemy in strong force at Salem Church, about

three miles and a half from Fredericksburg. At day-

light on the 4th Marye's heights were reoccupied by a

portion of the enemy's troops ;
the remainder, appar-

ently very strongly reenforced, vigorously attacked

General Sedgwick, and made the most strenuous

efforts to capture the entire Corps, which by skilful

management and hard fighting, reached Banks's Ford,

about eight miles above the city, and recrossed the

river on the 5th of May.

The conduct of these troops elicited not only the

admiration of friends, but the encomiums of their

enemies. Their long devotion to their gallant leader

was as conspicuous as their faithful service. The

fatal summons that found him at his post upon the

battle-field filled many hearts with sorrow, and his
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example strengthened the sacred cause to which his

life was devoted, and for which he died.

From this slight sketch of the military operations

it will be perceived that the Army of the Potomac

was divided into unequal portions the one moving
to Chancellorsville to. take the enemy on his left flank,

and if possible by surprise the other moving by

Fredericksburg to join the main body in the Wilder-

ness. Assistant-Medical Director Clements, with

Medical Inspector Taylor, remained in charge of the

Medical Department, near Fredericksburg; and I,

with Medical Inspector "Webster, accompanied Gen-

eral Hooker to Chancellorsville. I was informed that

an order had been issued forbidding any wagons fol-

lowing the troops across the river, and that only two

ambulances would be allowed to each division. I

therefore directed all the ambulances and medicine

and hospital wagons to be taken to the United States

Mine ford, about six miles from Chancellorsville, and.

parked on the north bank of the river. Authority

was given to take a very few ambulances to the front,

by which we were enabled to remove the wounded

of May 1st. After urgent representations I obtained

permission to order a few medicine wagons to the

field
;
not enough, however, to supply the wants of the

wounded, and the defect was remedied by transport-

ing the supplies, in the ambulances, and on horses
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and mules. In this way medical and surgical sup-

plies in ample quantities were conveyed to the field

hospitals. As Fredericksburg was about ten miles

from Chancellorsville, it was my intention to remove

our wounded to that city, and thus avoid a transpor-

tation of twenty-five miles, over bad roads, to the

hospitals near Potomac Creek. The falling back of

our forces, on the 1st of May, did not present a very

encouraging prospect of moving the wounded over a

short and good road. On that evening, I determined

not to keep the wounded, but to send them, as

speedily as possible, to the hospitals prepared for

them, and subsequent events clearly demonstrated the

propriety of this course. A portion of the house

called Chancellorsville was used as an hospital for

some of the wounded of May 1st, the other portion

was occupied by the Commanding General as his

headquarters. On the afternoon of May 2d this

building came within range of the enemy's guns,

planted on his left, centre, and right, being the cen-

tre of a converging fire a location for which Com-

manding Generals of the Army of the Potomac

seemed to have a peculiar partiality. Previous to

this time I had all the wounded, who could be

removed, taken further to the rear, and directed that

no more should be received in the house, as it was

evident, from the position of our line, that when the
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battle opened in earnest, the building would also

come within range of his musketry. On the 2d of

May Surgeon Dougherty, Medical Director of the

Second Corps, formed his hospitals about a mile in

rear of the line of battle, in a dense forest, and by a

small stream, which gave an abundant supply of

water. As the wagons containing the hospital tents

were not allowed to come on the field, shelter was

made of boughs of the pine and other trees, and roads

were cut through the heavy undergrowth. The prep-

arations required by the Circular for field hospitals

were made, and the stretcher-bearers sent to the front,

in rear of their regiments. On this day, few

wounded were brought in, but on the 3d the hos-

pitals were rapidly filled by the assiduous labor of

the Ambulance Corps. The operating staff were

actively employed, the necessary operations quickly

and dexterously performed, and every thing worked

harmoniously, until our troops were driven back.

This untoward event suddenly brought these hospi-

tals within range of the enemy's guns, from which some

shells were thrown among the wounded, killing one

and wounding five. The hospitals were speedily

removed half a mile further to the rear, and as we

held the ground selected after the repulse of the

morning, the wounded were safe from further injury.

The Medical officers of this Corps conducted them-
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selves gallantly under fire the surgical details re-

maining at their posts until every wounded man was

removed, and orders were given them to retire.

Although very few ambulances were allowed with

the troops, the officers and men of the corps per-

formed their duty so well, that no wounded within

our lines were left on the field. After the requisite

operations, they were sent to the hospitals near Poto-

mac Creek, as rapidly as the limited number of ambu-

lances would permit. The medical and surgical

appliances and food were ample ;
after the wants of

the wounded had been fully supplied, the remainder

was carefully transported to the rear, so that nothing

was abandoned. The conduct of Dr. Dougherty

upon that field, where he freely exposed himself, for

the sake of his wounded, regardless of danger, was in

the highest degree commendable, and in keeping

with the many sterling qualities of this excellent

Surgeon.

Before the Third Corps left its camps, the Medi-

cal Director, Surgeon Thomas Sim, U. S. Volunteers,

saw that "
requisitions had been made for every need-

ful supply. The convalescents, or those unable to

march, as well as the sick, had been comfortably pro-

vided for in our corps hospitals at Potomac Creek.

The details had been made for the division operating

staff, and each Medical officer had received definite
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instructions as to his particular duties on the field
;
in

short, every thing was ready, so far as the Medical

staff was concerned, for the coming conflict."
" With

the order to march, came the notification that no am-

bulances or hospital wagons would be allowed to

accompany the troops
" * The pack-mules and pan-

niers belonging to the Medical Department of this

Corps were therefore used in transporting supplies.

On the field the hospitals of two divisions were lo-

cated at a house owned by a Mr. Chandler, about a

mile in the rear of the line of battle where all the

needful preparations were made. The hospital of

the First Division was placed near the plank road,

about one mile west of Chancellorsville, in the rear

of its division. The Eleventh Corps, in its retreat on

the evening of the 2d ran over this hospital ;
this

made it no longer tenable
;
and the increasing prox-

imity of the enemy caused the removal of the few

wounded it contained to the hospitals of the other

divisions. The retreat of the Eleventh Corps ren-

dered even these unsafe
;
the enemy threw shells into

them, and by my advice the wounded were removed

during the night of May 2d to the vicinity of the

hospitals of the Second Corps, and placed in hospitals

constructed of boughs. The repulse of our troops on

*
Report of Surgeon Thomas Sim, U. S. Volunteers.
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the 3d of May brought these hospitals within reach

of the enemy's shells, by which three men were

killed
;
the hospitals were again removed about two

miles to the rear, near a saw-mill, and to a large

brick house near the river. Great difficulty was ex-

perienced in removing the wounded, for want of am-

bulances (plenty of which were parked on the north

bank of the river) ;
but with very great exertions on

the part of Dr. Sim and his staff, they were in a short

time out of danger, and every thing at the hospitals

speedily and
"
admirably arranged ;

the wounded were

all attended to, and well fed. That portion of the

field under our control was searched and all the

wounded brought in, and every wounded man was

safely removed across the river before the Army
commenced its march for camp. I have seen no

battle in which the wounded were so well cared for
;

and had not military necessity deprived us of the use

of our ambulance train on the south side of the river,

nearly every wounded man could have been com-

fortably placed in our corps hospitals (near Potomac

Creek) within twenty-four hours after the receipt of

his wounds. Of the medical officers detailed to accom-

pany their regiments into the field, three were wound-

ed, two of them severely ;
and it gives me pleasure

to testify to the bravery, faithfulness, and humanity,

displayed by the majority of the Medical officers dur-



130 MEDICAL EECOLLECTIONS OF

ing the late battles."
*

Supplies in this corps were

abundant. The ability, and careful regard for the

wounded, displayed by Dr. Sim, place him high in

the ranks of military Surgeons, but can be properly

appreciated only by those who participated in his

labors and difficulties.

In the engagement of a portion of the Fifth Corps

on the 1st of May, the wounded (who were not

numerous) were taken to some houses near the scene

of action, where "they were promptly attended to,

and when the order was given to fall back, were all

carried to comfortable rooms at the Chancellor

House, where such operations as remained to be

done, were completed. Supplies of medicines, dress-

ings, and food were abundant, and every thing made

as comfortable for our poor fellows, as was possible

in the field. In the morning of May 2d, as it

appeared evident that the house would be under fire,

in accordance with instructions from Surgeon Letter-

man, all the wounded, except such severe cases as

were likely to be injured by the ambulance carriage,

were sent to the corps hospitals in the vicinity of

Potomac Creek bridge ;
some five or six cases only

were left, and two or three of these were in a dying

condition from terrible shell wounds. Assistant-

Surgeon Bacon, U. S. A., and Surgeon Doolittle, Fifth

*
Keport of Surgeon Sim, U. S. Volunteers.
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New York, were sent in charge of the train, the lat-

ter with directions to go in advance to a house on the

north bank of the Kappahannock, where soup, tea,

etc., were to be prepared for all in the train, the

materials and the party to have them prepared hav-

ing been sent to this point on the preceding day. I

may add here, that this was done in the same man-

ner for all the wounded of this corps sent to the rear

subsequently."*

On the morning of May 3d, this Corps being

posted near the Chancellor House, extending along

the road leading to Ely's Ford, the hospitals of the

Second and Third Divisions were located near the

road leading to the United States Mine Ford, about

one mile and a half in the rear of their divisions
;

that of the First Division was placed so far to the

left, that it was found with some difficulty. These

hospitals were furnished with every thing required

for the wounded, except their tents; and great devo-

tion was shown by the Medical officers of the Second

and Third Divisions who "performed their duty

nobly
" and exhibited great

"
industry and attention

to the wounded." f As the ambulances could not

cross the river, the ambulance men joined their re-

*
Report of Surgeon Moore, U. S. A., Medical Director of the Fifth

Corps.

t Report of Surgeon John Moore, U. S. A.
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spective commands, and performed their duty so well,

that "
scarcely an hour elapsed in any case, in this

corps, from the time any man was wounded until he

was carried by the stretcher-men to the field hospi-

tals, except twelve or fourteen men, in Humphreys
7

Division, who fell in the advance, upon a part of the

field not afterwards held by our troops."
* On the

5th of May all the remaining wounded were sent to

their corps hospitals, together with the supplies

which had not been required.
" But as there were

some of the rebel wounded in each of my three hos-

pitals, and as it was known that some of our wounded

were still on the field, a Surgeon, with a liberal

amount of medicines, dressings, and food was left in

charge of each hospital, in accordance with instruc-

tions from the Medical Director." f- It is a very

great pleasure to refer to Doctor Moore's discharge of

duty, and his conscientious regard for the wounded
;

they were appreciated by Surgeon-General Ham-

mond, who transferred him, shortly after this battle,

to a more responsible position. On the 2d of May,

the hospitals of the Eleventh Corps were formed in

rear of their respective divisions. Such houses as

were at all suitable were put in condition to receive

the wounded, and " the Surgeons were detailed, and

*
Report of Surgeon John Moore, U. S. A.

t Eeport of Surgeon John Moore, U. S. A.
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at their posts, a proper detail of attendants made,

and every thing arranged in conformity with the in-

structions of October 30, 1862." * The retreat of

this Corps compelled the hasty evacuation of the hos-

pitals ;
all the wounded who could walk were at once

sent to the rear, whither the more severely wounded

were carried in ambulances. The attack of Lieuten-

ant-General Jackson almost completely disorganized

this Corps, and small parties of slightly wounded

men were "
scattered all through the woods," who

were collected and sent to their hospitals, finally

established on the north bank of the river, from

which they were transported to their hospitals at

Brooks' Station. A number of hospital knapsacks and

cases of instruments were lost, but I was surprised

to find that the Medical Department had not suffered

more in the panic. A number of Medical officers

were taken prisoners, among whom was Surgeon

George Suckley, U. S. Volunteers, the Medical Direc-

tor of the Corps, who had his clothes torn by a

bullet, and who narrowly escaped with his life. The

loss of this officer's valuable services was severely felt,

but was in part compensated by the attention he

bestowed upon our wounded who fell into the hands

of the enemy. The check experienced by the Twelfth

Corps on May 2d did not result in a large number of

*
Report of Acting Medical Director Thorn, U. S. Volunteers.
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wounded, and these were at once carefully attended

by Surgeon John McNulty, U. S. Volunteers. The

position of this Corps being frequently changed

before it took its final place in the line of battle,

required the hospitals also to be changed. Under

the most favorable circumstances, this is a laborious

and vexatious task
;
in the Wilderness, the absence of

eligible situations for hospitals, greatly increased the

difficulty. Notwithstanding, the wounded of the

three days' fighting were speedily removed from the

field, and well attended. One of the hospitals (as

in the case of the Third Corps) was run over by the

Eleventh Corps, and ruined. Doctor McNulty
devoted himself assiduously and successfully to the

wounded of his corps; many of whom have cause

gratefully to remember him.

When the Sixth Corps entered Fredericksburg on

the 3d of May, and an engagement was imminent, the

"
hospitals were at once established in the town, put

in the best state of preparation for the wounded
;

supplies in abundance were on hand. The charge (on

Marye's Heights) was ordered at half past twelve,

and the heights were taken at one o'clock p. M., and

at two o'clock all the wounded, over one thousand,

were within the hospitals. The hospital organization,

prescribed in circular of October 30, 1862, was

adhered to strictly ;
the care of the wounded, the de-



THE AKMY OF THE POTOMAC. 135

spatch with wliicli they had been attended to, and the

comfort consequent thereon, met the approval of

all."
* I know of no instance in which such a

number of wounded were so speedily removed from

the field, and so promptly and well attended as in

the admirably conducted hospitals of this Corps.

The wounded in the fight at Salem Church, were

removed to the hospitals in the town, excepting a few

taken prisoners by the enemy, who came into posses-

sion of the field as our troops moved on. The reoc-

cupation of Marye's Heights by the enemy gave him

control of the country between the hospitals and the

Corps, and also of the town. This necessitated the

removal of the wounded to the opposite side of the

river.
" To remove the wounded to the north side

of the river, and reestablish communication with the

Corps, now demanded the most pressing attention and

diligence ;
the former was effected with very little

difficulty ; by ten o'clock our hospitals were estab-

lished in tents, and all the wounded accommodated

by eleven A. M. The ambulances were then de-

spatched to Banks' Ford
;
but as the pontoon bridge,

on their arrival there, was found to be under the fire

of the enemy, they could not proceed. The extent of

ground the Corps passed over, the enemy getting be-

*
Report of Surgeon O'Leary, U. S. Volunteers, Medical Director of

the Sixth Corps.
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tween the hospitals and the battle-field, and being in

possession of the ground upon which we fought from

four P.M. on Sunday until we recrossed on Tuesday, pre-

sented obstacles to the removal of the wounded rarely

experienced. Notwithstanding these embarrassments,

the number of wounded left on the field, and after-

wards received under flag of trace, was very small in

proportion to the whole loss only seventy-five.

The system and good order which governed our hos-

pitals, and the care our wounded received, seem now

so much things of course, that I feel it unnecessary to

draw attention to them. For all necessities during

and immediately subsequent to the battles, our sup-

plies on hand were abundant, and the Medical Pur-

veyor at Falmouth afforded all articles subsequently

required."
* " The good management of the hos-

pitals and their excellent organization
"

is attributed

by Surgeon O'Leary
" to the zeal, energy, and experi-

ence of the Surgeons-in-Chief of Division," Surgeons

Taylor, Allen, and Holman. Too much credit can

scarcely be given them for the manner in which the

order for field hospitals was carried out
;
their hos-

pitals were not surpassed by any that I have ever

seen upon the field of battle. I cannot refrain from

saying, that the manner in which the Medical De-

*
Eeport of Surgeon O'Leary, U. S. Y.
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partment of this whole Corps was conducted "by Sur-

geon O'Leary, gave evidence that this valuable officer

combined great professional and executive ability,

with an earnestness and devotion to duty rarely

equalled.

The headquarters of General Hooker were much

exposed to the fire of the enemy. On the 3d of May
a round shot struck the stone steps of the portico,

upon which the Commanding General stood, watch-

ing the progress of the battle, knocked down a solid

wooden pillar, which struck him, and felled him to

the floor. Being within a few feet of him at the time

of the accident, I saw him fall, and was instantly

with him, and had him taken to his room
;
he was

very much stunned by the blow, although no bones

were broken. The rumor spread rapidly that Gen-

eral Hooker was killed, and to dispel that idea, he

appeared to the troops, though scarcely able to sit

upon his horse. The effect of this blow and fall,

lasted for some hours. On the night of May 4th it

was decided to recross the river the following night.

On the morning of the 5th I received an order from

Major-General Butterfield, Chief of Staff, to remove

all the wounded without delay, but to use only those

ambulances on the south side of the river. The Pro-

vost Marshal at the river had orders to allow no am-

bulances to return when they had once passed to the
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north bank. The propriety of removing the wounded

as rapidly as possible on the 1st of May was now

very apparent ;
their removal at this time, with the

few ambulances allowed on the field would have been

an impossibility. As it was, the order was impracti-

cable
;
and after much solicitation I was permitted,

late in the day, to manage the matter in my own

way. I then ordered a sufficient number of ambu-

lances from the north side of the river, and all the

wounded were taken across before the troops began

to pass the stream.

On the 3d of May nearly twelve hundred of our

wounded fell into the hands of the enemy. As soon

as the Army returned to the position occupied before

the march to Chancellorsville, my earnest attention

was devoted to the alleviation of their sufferings, and

their speedy removal to their own hospitals. The

latter being a subject of negotiation between the

Commanders of the respective forces, I had no power

to act, but simply to give my advice when called

upon for it. On the 8th of May twenty-six Medical

officers, and five army wagons, laden with blankets,

stimulants, lint, bandages, chloroform, beef stock,

etc., under charge of Dr. Asch, U. S. A., were de-

spatched for the relief of these men. On the same

day the Commanding General, at my request, directed

six hundred rations of fresh bread, beef, coffee, sugar,
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salt and candles, to be sent to Banks' Ford, for our

wounded in that vicinity, and on the following day,

sent to Chancellorsville two thousand rations of the

same articles. There was no bridge at the United

States Mine Ford, and the officers and supplies were

much delayed in reaching the wounded. It was

necessary to convey them over the river on a raft,

and to use the rebel transportation to carry them to

their destination. The articles sent " were invaluable,

and an immediate change for the better could be per-

ceived among the patients"* upon their arrival.

They reached the sufferers
"
very opportunely ;

the

wounded were cheered by the knowledge that some

provision was being made for them, and many lives

were saved by the free use of stimulants, and the

nourishing food distributed." f It was very gratify-

ing to learn, some time afterwards, that the wounded

freely expressed their conviction (before any assist-

ance was sent) that the Medical Director was doing

all in his power to relieve them, and have them

brought to their own hospitals. Nineteen Medical

officers (including Medical Inspector "Webster, who

voluntarily remained) were taken prisoners; these,

with the twenty-six sent after the battle, were re-

ported by Surgeon Suckley to be more than were

*
Keport of Surgeon Lyster, Fifth Michigan Volunteers,

f Report of Dr. Asch, U. S. A.
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required. General Lee offered free passage to our

ambulance trains to Chancellorsville and other points,

for the purpose of avoiding the suffering that would

be endured if our wounded were carried in the

enemy's transportation, and transferred to our ambu-

lances. When this information was received, on the

llth of May, I advised a pontoon bridge to be thrown

over the Eappahannock, at the United States Mine

Ford, that our trains, capable of carrying all the

wounded at one trip, might at once pass over, en route

to Chancellorsville, and return without delay. This

suggestion (unfortunately, I think, for these men) was

not regarded, and an attempt was made to ferry them

over on a raft constructed of "two pontoon boats

supporting a platform large enough to take on two

ambulances or twelve stretcher-men." * I again

urged upon the Chief of Staff the necessity for the

bridge ;
the river was not fordable for ambulances, on

account of the depth of water, the rocky bed of the

stream, and the remains of a canal on the south bank.

Instead of the bridge being laid, some men were

sent to dig down the banks of the canal. Several

communications had passed between the commanders

of the two armies, regarding the transfer of our

wounded, and as the prospect of their speedy arrival

was not encouraging, I suggested to the Commanding

*
Eeport of Surgeon Irvin, Third New York, Excelsior Brigade.
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General that the matter "be left in the hands of the

Medical Directors of the respective armies, to which

he acceded, and sent General Lee a note, making that

proposition. That commander consented to it, and

I had an interview with his Medical Director, Sur-

geon Guild, under a flag of truce. It was, I presume,

in consequence of this interview, that General Lee

wrote to the Commanding General, offering free pas-

sage to our trains. On the llth of May I sent four

hundred and fifty ambulances, carrying two thousand

seven hundred pounds of "beef stock, to the United

States Mine Ford, to be in readiness to cross at the

earliest moment. I also sent ambulances to Banks'

Ford and Fredericksburg. Reports from some of our

Medical officers in the enemy's lines induced me to

believe that, if the delay in removing our wounded

continued, the enemy would refuse to give them to us.

Once more I urged upon the Chief of Staff the great

necessity which existed, in my opinion, for having

our wounded brought within our lines at once, and

strongly advised the bridge to be laid. This offi-

cer telegraphed to the Commanding General (who

had gone to "Washington) for his decision, and the

measure I had so earnestly solicited was ordered im-

mediately. The bridge was laid, late on the 13th

of May, on which day I had increased the number of

ambulances to five hundred and fifty.
On the 14th,



142 MEDICAL KECOLLECTIONS OF

these were taken over the river
; they proceeded to

the different localities where the wounded had been

collected "by Surgeon Suckley and Assistant-Surgeon

Webster, and at half past nine o'clock on the evening

of the 15th these sufferers, numbering eleven hundred

and sixty, were within our lines. On the 13th I sent

Medical Inspector Taylor to the place of crossing, to

superintend their transportation from that point to

their hospitals.

The trains of each Corps were halted as they

crossed to the north bank of the river, refreshment

given the men, and such professional care bestowed

by the Medical officers accompanying them as the

cases required. Only a small number were brought

from Banks' Ford and from Fredericksburg.

I have alluded to the large hospitals formed of

tents near Potomac Creek, to which the wounded

were sent. The Medical officers would have been

spared a vast amount of labor had these hospitals not

been established
;
but the advantages of this system

to patients and Surgeons were very important. The

men were kept under the care of their own Medical

officers, with whom they had passed through many

battles, and in whom they had every confidence.

These officers had heretofore been unable to see the

issue of their professional labors upon the field. In

the numerous engagements through which many of
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them had passed, they had become veiy skilful opera-

tors, and I desired to give them the experience derived

only from treatment after the operation. The knowl-

edge thus gained would be of great benefit to the

wounded from another battle. I believe it is the cor-

rect principle, when the exigencies of the service will

permit, that the sick and wounded should be kept

with the army treated by their own Surgeons. The

history of this war has proved that life in a General

Hospital tends to destroy the good qualities of a sol-

dier, and nowhere are these so well preserved as with

their comrades in the camp.

On the 3d of May I had directed the hospital

tents in the depot at Aquia Creek to be distributed

to the different hospitals, pitched and made ready for

the wounded
;
and within twenty-four hours Assist-

ant-Medical Director Clements had executed the

order. About two thousand wounded had been sent

to Washington, but, with few excoptions, the seriously

injured were placed in these hospitals, which were

under the direction of the Medical Directors of the

Corps to which they belonged. Many of the gravest

cases had lain for days in the hands of the enemy,

where it was impossible they could receive the care

and treatment their injuries demanded. The great

majority soon exhibited the beneficial effects of

proper treatment good diet, shelter, abundance of
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light, and pure air. The Medical Directors of Corps

and the Surgeons in immediate charge devoted all

their energy and skill to the welfare of these men
;

the hospitals were kept in order
;
attention to duty

was strictly enjoined upon every one, and cheerfully

given ; good surgery prevailed, and many cases which

seemed hopeless when brought from the field, where

they had lain prisoners so long, became better, and

finally recovered. I have never seen better hospitals.

This opinion was entertained by the professional and

unprofessional men who visited them, and I regretted

the necessity which compelled me to break them up
about the middle of June in consequence of the march

of the Army into Maryland and Pennsylvania.

With a Medical Staff like that of the Army of

the Potomac, such hospitals will always be successful.

Nine thousand five hundred and eighteen men were

wounded in this battle six hundred and twenty-four

officers and eight thousand eight hundred and ninety-

four enlisted men. While engaged in the harassing

efforts to obtain our wounded from Chancellorsville,

and in discharging the various duties incident to the

largest field hospitals which, I believe, ever existed,

the warm weather of spring and early summer was

upon us, and my attention was once more devoted to

the inauguration of such measures as would most

surely preserve the Army from disease. Before the
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troops had recrossed the Kappahannock, the Com-

manding General, upon my recommendation, ordered

that no troops should occupy ground upon which

camps had been formed during the winter, and on the

llth I sent him a note on the subject. On the next

day I addressed him the following letter upon the

means I considered proper for preserving the health

of the men :

VfAC, )

'

)

" HEADQUABTEKS, AKMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 12, 1863.

" GEKEEAL : Kespectfully referring to nay letter of

the llth instant, in which I invited the attention of

the Commanding General to the necessity which I

conceived to exist for prohibiting the occupation by
the troops of the same ground upon which the men

encamped during the past winter, I have the honor to

submit the following suggestions, which, if carried

into effect, will, I believe, be of the greatest value in

maintaining the health and efficiency of the Army.
" In the selection of camping grounds, that should

be selected which has natural drainage, and all low-

lying and bottom-lands, and lands in the vicinity of

stagnant water, should be avoided. Every camp
should be thoroughly ditched by main ditches,

eighteen inches deep, and the ground around the

tents drained by ditches leading into the main ditches

of the camp.
10
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"
Camps should, whenever possible, be pitched in

the vicinity of running streams or of'living springs, and

the use of surface water, or that from holes dug two

or three feet in the ground, should, by all means, be

avoided. Camps should not be formed in the woods,

but upon the open ground, where a full and free ex-

posure to the sun and air can be obtained, and the

tents should be pitched upon the ground, and in no

case should the men be permitted to excavate the

earth underneath them, nor should the distance be-

tween the tents be less than that required by the

Regulations. The tents should be struck twice a

week, and the ground over which they have been

pitched be exposed to the direct rays of the sun and

to the winds, and, if possible, they should be placed

upon new ground, if only a few feet distant, once a

week. The troops should be required to procure the

small boughs from the pine-tree and spread them

thickly upon the ground covered by the tents, and

should renew them once a week; these will keep

them from sleeping on the ground, which they should

not be permitted to do. The cooking, especially

when in camp, should be done by companies, and not

by individuals or by squads, and for this purpose two

men should be detailed from each company as cooks,

one relieved every month, thus allowing each one de-

tailed to be on this duty for two months.
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" The importance of police, general and special,

cannot be too highly regarded. The blankets and

bedding of the men should be removed from the

tents and exposed to the sun and air daily, when the

weather will permit. Every tent, and the ground in

and about and between the camps, should be thor-

oughly policed daily, and all refuse matter, or filth of

whatever kind, be buried at least three feet under

ground, and a]l dead animals, and all offal and blood

from slaughtered animals, should be at once buried at

least four feet beneath the surface, and the refuse

matters from stables and wagon-yards should be

buried two feet under ground, or burned.

" In every camp sinks should be dug and used,

and the men on no consideration be allowed to commit

any nuisance anywhere within the limits of this

Army. The sinks should be eight feet deep, if the!

ground will permit, and have earth, to the depth of

six inches, thrown in every evening, and, when filled

to within three feet of the surface, be entirely filled up
with earth, and new ones dug. No one thing produces a

more deleterious effect upon the health than the emana-

tions from the human body, especially when in process

of decay ;
and this one item of police should receive

especial attention. Holes should be dug near each

company kitchen, in which should be cast all the

refuse matters from it, and, when filled to within two
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feet of the surface, should "be filled with earth and

new ones dug.
" The men should be required to wear their hair

cut short, "bathe twice a week, and put on clean under-

clothing at least once a week. The troops should

have their breakfast as soon as they rise.

"
Spasmodic efforts, in a matter of such paramount

importance as police in an army, can be of no service,

and I recommend that regimental and other com-

manders be required to see that these suggestions, if

they meet the approval of the Commanding General,

be fully and continuously carried into effect.

" I am, General, very respectfully,

"Your obedient servant,

"J(MA. LETTEKMAN,
Medical Director.

"Brig.-Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
" Assistant Adjutant- General,

Army of the Potomac."

With the exception of the first paragraph, the

Commanding General published this letter in general

orders, and directed the suggestions contained in it to

be "
strictly observed by all concerned," and made it

" the duty of corps and other independent commanders,

as well as of officers of the Inspector-General's Depart-

ment, to enforce a compliance with the same." In a
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very short time the camps were in excellent order.

They were laid out regularly, with wide and well-

graded streets between the companies, descending to

a deep ditch on either side, into which entered the

smaller ditches between the tents. These (generally

the tentes (Palri) were raised about two feet from the

ground, protected from the sun by bowers neatly con-

structed of pine and cedar boughs, and in them, beds

were made of poles, covered with small branches of

the same trees. Everywhere great cleanliness pre-

vailed, and the great majority of the camps were

decorated with arches of evergreen, containing the

designation of the companies and regiments, and

various devices. At this time I began to make a

minute personal inspection of the entire Army, and had

inspected the First and Sixth Corps, when the order to

march for Maryland was received. While these matters

were in progress, I gave directions for the collection

and preservation of specimens of gunshot injuries for

the Army Medical Museum at Washington. In the

early part of June it was discovered that the enemy
had sent at least a portion of his forces to the ill-

starred Valley of the Shenandoah. A reconnoissance

was made by the cavalry and a body of infantry,

when it was ascertained that the entire army of the

enemy was moving toward Maryland.

At this time Colonel B. F. Davis fell, fighting at
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the head of his regiment, in the cavalry engagement

at Beverly Ford. This officer, who so successfully

extricated his regiment from Harper's Ferry when

that post was surrendered by General Miles who

fought so gallantly on our march through Virginia in

the autumn of 1862 had been my companion in

more than one campaign among the Indians; my
mess-mate at stations far beyond the haunts of civil-

ized men. This long, familiar intercouse produced

the warmest admiration for his noble character, which

made him sacrifice friends and relatives to uphold the

flag under which he was born, and defend the Con-

stitution of his country. His young and gallant Ad-

jutant nobly avenged his death upon the spot.

Our Army was ordered to follow the hostile

forces. On the morning of the 12th of June I there-

fore began removing the wounded, in which I was

sustained by the Commanding General, who, on the

evening of that day, desired they might be removed

with despatch. The railroad from Fredericksburg to

Aquia Creek depot had a single track, with short

"
sidings." Over this road had to be transported, in

a very short time, over nine thousand wounded and

sick, with all the hospital tents, medical and surgical

supplies, stores, etc., etc., required for their care, to-

gether with the accumulated supplies of the Quarter-

master's, Commissary, and Ordnance Departments,
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with the supplies, baggage, and stores of various kinds

always collected by an army in camp. I sent Medical

Inspector Taylor to Aquia Creek to receive the

wounded and send them to Washington. The entire

Army had left on the 14th of June, on which day the

headquarters were moved to Dumfries, Virginia, and,

before six o'clock in the evening, all the wounded and

sick, numbering nine thousand and twenty-five, had

left the depot at Aquia for Washington. With the

exception of a few iron bedsteads, destroyed by orders

of one of the Corps commanders (unnecessarily, I

think), all the hospital tents and supplies of every

kind were sent to Alexandria, Virginia.

The network of telegraph wires, made by the

Signal Corps, enabled me to regulate the shipment of

this large number of men without difficulty or acci-

dent. I had directed that
u
all who could not sit up,

or who would be injured by so doing, should be car-

ried by hand upon the beds they occupied in the hos-

pitals (some of which were more than -a mile from

the railway), the beds placed upon hay in the cars,

removed carefully from the train and placed in the

transports, so that these sufferers should not be re-

moved from the beds on which they lay in the camp

hospitals until they reached the hospitals in Wash-

ington. Medical officers, with supplies, accompanied

every train, and, when required, were sent with their
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men to Washington. Many of these, cases of ampu-

tations and fractures, were so comfortably transported

that they were heard singing while on their way.

My orders " to Medical Directors of Corps, in regard

to the manner in which the wounded should be

shipped, were carefully observed in every instance.

Every such patient was transported on the cot he had

occupied in the hospital, so that it was impossible he

should suffer any detriment during the passage, or

even whilst being transferred from the cars to the

transports. Many of those most severely wounded,

cases in which the femur was extensively fractured,

assured me they had not suffered the slightest discom-

fort or fatigue up to the time of their being placed

on the transports. Their subsequent transportation, I

have been informed, was equally successful."
*

The Army continued moving northward, with its

cavalry well out upon the left, fighting daily with the

cavalry of the 'enemy for the passes in the range of

mountains separating the two armies, which were

marching in almost parallel lines to Maryland, the

enemy somewhat in advance when he crossed the

Potomac on the 2'6th of June. I have heretofore

given the allowance of transportation I arranged for

the Medical Department in the autumn of 1862. On

the 19th of June this allowance was reduced by order

*
Keport of Medical Inspector Taylor.



THE AEMY OF THE POTOMAC. 153

of the Commanding General, notwithstanding my
verbal and written opinion against such reduction,

which compelled this department to send away a large

portion of its hospital tents, mess-chests, and other

articles necessary upon the "battle-field, and proved, as

I foresaw it would, a source of embarrassment and

suffering, which might have been avoided. The Army
was then on its way to Maryland, in the expectation

of a battle, but where the battle would be fought no

one could reasonably conjecture. To guard against a

deficiency in medical and surgical supplies, I directed

Assistant-Surgeon Brinton, U. S. A., on the 25th of

June (Headquarters being at Fairfax Court House,

Virginia), to go to Washington, obtain the supplies I

had previously ordered to be packed, and proceed

with them to Frederick, Maryland. On the 28th of

June Dr. Brinton reached that city with twenty-five

army wagon loads of battle supplies, and, as the Army

advanced, he proceeded to Taneytown, Maryland, be-

yond which place he was not permitted, by the Com-

manding General, to go until after the battle of Get-

tysburg.

Major-General Meade assumed command of the

Army on the 28th of June, at Frederick, Maryland.

On the 30th we reached Taneytown, Maryland, a

village thirteen or fourteen miles from Gettysburg,

Pennsylvania. On the 1st of July a reconnoissance
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in force was made in the vicinity of Gettysburg by

Major-General Reynolds, in command of the First

and Eleventh Corps, and a small body of cavalry. A
severe engagement ensued, in which General Reynolds

was killed, and our troops were driven back to the

crest of the hill, south of the town, all our wounded

falling into the hands of the enemy. Our movements

having depended, to a certain extent, upon those of

the enemy, were not determined until the evening of

July 1st, when the result of the reconnoissance of

General Reynolds was known. The Army was at

once put in motion
;
the Commanding General left for

Gettysburg near midnight. The battle .(proper)

began on the 2d, and ended on the 3d of July. It is

not necessary to give the details of this momentous

engagement, upon which, for two days, the fate of our

country hung wavering in the balance. The result of

it is well known. But only an eye-witness can do

justice to the bravery of the troops on both sides, the

obstinacy with which they fought the enemy deter-

mined to conquer; our Army determined to defeat

him. It was a field of blood, on which the demon of

Destruction revelled.

Our line was like a horse-shoe, and many of the

shells from the long-ranged guns of the enemy passed

entirely over the ground enclosed by our troops. On
the 1st of July, before the result of the reconnois-
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sance of General Reynolds was known, the Command-

ing General ordered that "
Corps Commanders and

the Commander of the Artillery Reserve will at once

send to the rear all their trains (excepting ammuni-

tion wagons and the ambulances), parking these be-

tween Union Mills and Westminster." On the 2d,

while the battle "was in progress, the trains (including

the hospital wagons and the train of battle supplies,

under charge of Dr. Brinton) were sent still further

to the rear, about twenty-five miles distant from the

battle-field. In most of the Corps the medicine

wagons (of which, as I have remarked, a sufficient

number could never be procured) were taken to the

front with the ambulances, and famished supplies for

our immediate wants. The exposure of the whole

field, occupied by our troops, to the fire of the enemy

(we were driven from the cabin selected as Head-

quarters both on the 2d and 3d), made it impossible

to place the hospitals in rear of their divisions. Most

of them were placed entirely out of the enclosure

formed by the line of battle. Even the temporary

halting-places, in the rear of the columns, were so

unsafe, that we were obliged to abandon them. It is

not necessary to enter into the details of the location

and management of the hospitals, as it would be little

else than repetition of what I have said of them

before. The want of tents, cooking apparatus, etc.,
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occasioned by the recent orders, was to me, in common

with all the Medical officers, a cause of the deepest

regret, and to the wounded of much unnecessary suf-

fering. Without proper means the Medical Depart-

ment can no more take care of the wounded than the

army can fight a battle without ammunition. The

Medical Department had these means, but military

necessity deprived it of a portion of them, and would

not permit the remainder to come upon the field. As

soon as the battle terminated, I requested the Com-

manding General to allow me to order to the hospitals

the wagons containing the tents, etc., and the extra

supplies. After much persuasion, he gave me authority

to order half the number of wagons. I at once gave

directions to send for them, and also for the remainder

as soon as I could obtain permission to do so. These

were of much service when they arrived, but they

could not reach the field in time to protect the wound-

ed from the drenching rain which fell after the battle.

The twenty-five army wagons, under charge of Dr.

Brinton, reached the field the day after the battle.

On the 5th and 6th I ordered additional supplies from

Baltimore and Philadelphia to be sent to Gettysburg

so that they would reach that place before those

brought by Dr. Brinton were exhausted.

Houses and barns, but chiefly the woods, were

used as hospitals, and the wounded, necessarily, en-
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dured much suffering. Had the weather been pleas-

ant, much of this suffering would not have occurred.

In the Twelfth Corps the order reducing the Medical

transportation had not been carried out
;
nor was the

order to send all the wagons to the rear observed, so

that its Medical Department had the full allowance

of supplies upon the field, in consequence of which

the Medical Director of that Corps wrote :

"
It is

with extreme satisfaction that I can assure you that

it enabled me to remove the wounded from the field,

shelter, feed them, and dress their wounds, within six

hours after the battle ended, and to have every capi-

tal operation performed within twenty-four hours

after the wound was received."
* I have every reason

to believe the same excellent results would have been

experienced in the other corps, had not my measures

been frustrated by authority from which there was

no appeal. The wounded did not lack surgical sup-

plies, but they did lack accessories almost as impor-

tant. Even should an army be defeated, it is better

to have the supplies for the proper care and comfort

of the wounded upon the field, and run the risk of

their capture, than that the wounded should suffer for

want of them. Lost supplies can be replenished, but

lives lost are gone forever.

*
Report of Surgeon McMty, Medical Director of the Twelfth Corps.
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The Ambulance Corps performed its duty well.

Before daylight on the morning of the 4th all the

wounded within our lines (numbering on these two

days about twelve thousand) were removed to the

hospitals. Lieutenant H. E. Clark, Fifth New York

Volunteers, and two privates were killed, seventeen

privates wounded ;
seven horses were killed and five

wounded, and eight ambulances damaged. On the

5th it was ascertained that the enemy had fallen

back, but it could not be determined whether he was

retreating, or was seeking a more advantageous posi-

tion. The Sixth Corps pursued him for some dis-

tance, and it was discovered on the 6th that he was

in retreat. On that day and the next the Army
moved toward the Potomac. As I was obliged to

leave with the Commanding General, I placed the

wounded under the general charge of Surgeon Henry

Janes, U. S. Volunteers. Assistant-Surgeon Brinton

was directed to act as Medical Purveyor, and four

wagons and six ambulances from each corps were

ordered to be retained for carrying the supplies to

the hospitals, and the wounded who were to be sent

away,,from the hospitals to the railroad depot. Six

hundred and fifty Medical officers had been busily

employed from the opening of the battle until the

night of the 6th. Most of the operations had been

performed, and the remaining duties were to dress
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the wounds, and perform such operations as, from

time to time, were required. One-third of the opera-

ting staff, with other Medical officers, numbering over

one hundred, were ordered to remain. On July 7th

I requested Surgeon-General Hammond to send

twenty Surgeons, to report to Dr. Janes. Numbers

of Medical men came to that field, after the Army

left; some worked devotedly; but the majority "were

of little use." It cannot be too strongly impressed

upon the Government authorities, that an army must

rely upon its own Medical officers for the care of the

sick and wounded. Three Surgeons to a regiment,

with a proper allowance for administrative duty,

should always accompany an army in the field.

There will, of course, be frequent occasions when they

will have little to do, but on the field of battle that

number will not be too great properly to attend the

wounded. Many Surgeons in civil life are anxious to

operate,, and thus assist the wounded, but this is a

very small portion of a Surgeon's duties
;
the latter

can only be learned by experience with armies.

There should be no sliding scale, where the number

of Medical officers varies with the number of .men ;

such a system is a source of perpetual trouble and

vexation, and is false economy. The wounded in

these three days amounted to fourteen thousand one

hundred and ninety-three, and those of the enemy,



160 MEDICAL KECOLLECTIONS OF

who fell into our hands, to six thousand eight hun-

dred and two, making twenty thousand nine hundred

and ninety-five to be provided for "by the Medical

Department.

The Army left Gettysburg with the expectation

of engaging, within a few days, in another battle, as

severe as that which it had just fought, and it was

necessary to be prepared for this emergency. A num-

ber of Surgeons-in-Chief of Division had replenished

their supplies, from those brought to Gettysburg by
Dr. Brinton

;
on July 5th, before the Army left that

place, I ordered supplies from Washington to Fred-

erick, Maryland; and on the 6th ordered an addi-

tional amount from Philadelphia to the same city, all

of which reached their destination in due season.

Tents were procured, and all needful arrangements

made for another battle. The Army confronted the

enemy, near Williamsport, Maryland, until the latter

recrossed the Potomac, about the middle of July,

when we moved to the vicinity of Harper's Ferry,

passing the same stream where we had crossed it a

few months before, and marching to Manassas Gap,

where a part of the Third Corps had a brisk rencon-

tre with a portion of the enemy's forces guarding this

pass. This engagement was known as the battle of

Wapping Heights ;
the wounded were not numerous,

and were admirably attended by Assistant-Surgeon
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Calhoun, U. S. A., Acting Medical Director of the

Corps. It was owing to his care, and that of Captain

Webster, of the Ambulance Corps, that they suffered

so little while being transported over the road

through this gap, which was rougher than any I had

ever seen east of the Eocky Mountains. I was sur-

prised to find such a road among civilized people.

The Army encamped for the remainder of the

summer near the Kappahannock. Neither army was

disposed to assume the offensive during the very warm

weather, but remained at rest, giving the troops time

to recover from the great exertions they had under-

gone, and recruit their energies, so largely drawn

upon during the late campaign. Assistant-Surgeon

McMillin, U. S. A., was, at his own request, relieved

from duty as Medical Purveyor. The fidelity and

energy with which this young officer performed his

duties met my warmest approbation. "Wishing to

remedy some defects in the Ambulance system I had

established in 1862, 1 revised the order, which, meet-

ing the approval of the Commanding General, was

published to the Army. The following is a copy :

11
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"AMBULANCE CORPS AND AMBULANCE TRAINS.

" GENERAL

No

L ORDERS, /

.85.
j

"
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

August 24, 1863.

" The following revised regulations for the organi-

zation of the Ambulance Corps, and the management
of the Ambulance Trains, are published for the

government of all concerned, and will be strictly

observed :

"
1. The Army Corps is the unit of organization for

the Ambulance Corps, and the latter will be organized

upon the basis of one captain as the commandant of

the corps, one first lieutenant for each division, one

second lieutenant for each brigade, one sergeant for

each regiment.
"

2. The privates of this corps will consist of two

men and one driver to each ambulance, and one driver

to each medicine wagon.
"

3. The two-horse ambulances only will be used,

and the allowance, until further orders, to each corps,

will be upon the basis of three to each regiment

of infantry, two to each regiment of cavalry, one

to each battery of artillery, to which it will be per-

manently attached, and two to the headquarters
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of each army corps, and two army wagons to each

division. Each ambulance will be provided with

two stretchers.

"
4. The captain is the commander of all the am-

bulances, medicine and other wagons in the corps,

under the immediate direction of the Medical Direc-

tor of the army corps to which the Ambulance Corps

belongs. He will pay special attention to the condi-

tion of the ambulances, wagons, horses, harness, etc.,

and see that they are at all times in readiness for ser-

vice
;
that the officers and men are properly instructed

in their duties, and that these duties are performed,

and that the regulations for the corps are strictly

adhered to by those under his command. He will

institute a drill in his corps, instructing his men in

the most easy and expeditious method of putting

men in and taking them out of the ambulances, lift-

ing them from the ground, and placing and carrying

them on stretchers, in the latter case observing that

the front man steps off with the left foot and the

rear man with the right, etc.; that in all cases

his men treat the sick and wounded with gentle-

ness and care; that the ambulances and wagons

are at all times provided with attendants, drivers,

horses, etc.
;
that the vessels for carrying water are

constantly kept clean, and filled with fresh water
;
that

the ambulances are not used for any other purpose
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than that for which they are designed and ordered.

Previous to a march he will receive from the Medical

Director of the Army Corps his orders for the distri-

bution of the ambulances for gathering up the sick

and wounded
; previous to and in time of action, he

will receive orders from the same officer where to

send his ambulances, and to what point the wounded

are to be carried. He will give his personal atten-

tion to the removal of the sick and wounded from the

field in time of action, going from place to place to

ascertain what may be wanted; to see that his

subordinates (for whose conduct he will be responsi-

ble) attend faithfully to their duties in taking care of

the wounded, and removing them as quickly as may
be found consistent with their safety to the field hos-

pital, and see that the ambulances reach their desti-

nation. After every battle he will make a report, in

detail, of the operations of his corps to the Medical

Director of the Army Corps to which he belongs,

who will transmit a copy, with such remarks as he

may deem proper, to the Medical Director of this

Army. He will give his personal attention to the

removal of sick when they are required to be sent to

general hospitals, or to such other points as may be

ordered. He will make a personal inspection, at least

once a month, of every thing pertaining to the Ambu-

lance Corps, a report of which will be made to the
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Medical Director of the Corps, who will transmit a

copy to the Medical Director of this Army. This in-

spection will be minute and made with care, and will

not supersede the constant supervision which he must

at all times exercise over his corps. He will also

make a weekly report, according to the prescribed

form, to the same officer, who will forward a copy to

the Medical Director of this Army.
"

5. The first lieutenant assigned to the Ambulance

Corps for a division will have complete control, under

the captain of his corps, and the Medical Director of

the Army Corps, of all the ambulances, medicine, and

other wagons, horses, etc., and men in that portion of

the Ambulance Corps. He will be the Acting Assist-

ant Quartermaster for that portion of the corps, and

will receipt for and be responsible for all the property

belonging to it, and be held responsible for any

deficiency in any thing appertaining thereto. He will

have a travelling cavalry forge, a blacksmith, and a

saddler, who will be under his orders, to enable him

to keep his train in order. His supplies will be drawn

from the depot quartermaster, upon requisitions

approved by the captain of his corps, and the com-

mander of the army corps to which he is attached.

He will exercise a constant supervision over his train

in every particular, and keep it at all times ready for

service. Especially before a battle will he be careful
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that every thing be in order. The responsible duties

devolving upon him in time of action render it neces-

sary that he be active and vigilant, and spare no

labor in their execution. He will make reports to

the captain of the corps, upon the forms prescribed,

every Saturday morning.
"

6. The second lieutenant will have command

of the portion of the Ambulance Corps for a bri-

gade, and will be under the immediate orders of the

commander of the ambulances for a division, and

the injunctions in regard to care and attention, and

supervision prescribed for the commander of the

division, he will exercise in that portion under his

command.
"

7. The sergeant will conduct the drills, inspec-

tions, etc., under the orders and supervision of the

commander of the ambulances for a brigade, be par-

ticular in enforcing all orders he may receive from his

superior officer, and that the men are attentive to

their duties. The officers and non-commissioned

officers will be mounted. The non-commissioned

officers will be armed with revolvers.

"
8. Two Medical officers and two hospital stew-

ards will be detailed daily, by roster, by the Surgeon-

in-Chief of Division, to accompany the ambulances for

the division when on the march, whose duties will

be to attend to the sick and wounded with the ambu-
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lances, and see that they are properly cared for. No

man will be permitted, by any line officer, to fall to

the rear to ride in the ambulances, unless he has

written permission, from the senior Medical officer of

his regiment, to do so. These passes will be carefully

preserved, and at the close of the march be trans-

mitted, by the senior Medical officer with the train,

with such remarks as he may deem proper, to the

Surgeon-in-Chief of his division. A man who is sick

or wounded, who requires to be carried in an ambu-

lance, will not be rejected, should he not have the

permission required ;
the Surgeon of the regiment

who has neglected to give it, will be reported at the

close of the march,.by the senior Surgeon with the

train, to the Surgeon-in-Chief of his division. When
on the march, one-half of the privates of the Ambu-

lance Corps will accompany, on foot, the ambulances

to which they belong, to render such assistance as

may be required. The remainder will march in the

rear of their respective commands, to conduct, under

the order of the Medical officer, such men as may be

unable to proceed to the ambulances, or who may be

incapable of taking proper care of themselves until

the ambulances come up. When the case is of so

serious a nature as to require it, the Surgeon of the

regiment, or his assistant, will remain and deliver the

man to one of the Medical officers with the ambu-



168 MEDICAL KECOLLECTKOTS OF

lances. At all other times the privates will be with

their respective trains. The medicine wagons will,

on the march, be in their proper places, in the rear

of the ambulances for each brigade. Upon ordinary

marches, the ambulances and wagons belonging to

the train will follow immediately in the rear of the

division to which it is attached. Officers connected

with the corps must be with the train when on the

march, observing that no one rides in any of the am-

bulances except by the authority of the Medical

officers. Every necessary facility for taking care of

the sick and wounded upon the march will be

afforded the Medical officers by the officers of the

Ambulance Corps.
"

9. When in camp, the ambulances will be parked

by divisions. The regular roll-calls, reveille, retreat,

and tattoo, will be held, at which at least one com-

missioned officer will be present and receive the re-

ports. Stable duty will be at hours fixed by the cap-

tain of the corps, and at this time, while the drivers

are in attendance upon their animals, the privates

will be employed in keeping the ambulances to which

they belong in order
; keeping the vessels for carrying

water filled with fresh water, and in general police

duties. Should it become necessary for a regimental

Medical officer to use one or more ambulances for

transporting sick and wounded, he will make a
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requisition upon the commander of the ambulances

for a division, who will comply with the requisition.

In all cases when ambulances are used, the officers,

non-commissioned officers, and men belonging to them

will accompany them
;
should one ambulance only be

required, a non-commissioned officer, as well as the

men belonging to it, will accompany it. The officers

of the Ambulance Corps will see that ambulances are

not used for any other purposes than that for which

they are designed, viz., the transportation of sick and

wounded, and, in urgent cases only, for medical

supplies. All officers are expressly forbidden to use

them, or require them to be used, for any other pur-

pose. When ambulances are required for the trans-

portation of sick or wounded at Division or Brigade

headquarters, they will be obtained, as they are

needed for this purpose, from the division train
;
but

no ambulances belonging to this corps will be retained

at such Headquarters.
"
10. Good, serviceable horses will be used for the

ambulances and medicine wagons, and will not be

taken for any other purpose except by orders from

these headquarters.
"
11. This corps will be designated for sergeants,

by a green band, one and a quarter inches broad, around

the cap, and chevrons of the same material, with the

point toward the shoulder, on each arm above the
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elbow. For privates, by a band, the same as for ser-

geants, around the cap, and a half chevron of the same

material on each arm above the elbow.

"
12. No person except the proper Medical officers,

or the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates

of this corps, will be permitted to take or accompany

sick or wounded to the rear, either on the march or

upon the field of battle.

"
13. No officer or man will be selected for this

service except those who are active and efficient,

and they will be detailed by corps commanders

only.
"
14. Corps commanders will see that the forego-

ing regulations are carried into effect.

"
By command of Major-General MEADE.

"
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant-Adjutant- General.

It will be perceived that the following Act of

Congress is simply a modification of the preceding

order :

"An Act to establish a uniform system of Ambu-

lances in the Armies of the United States.

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in Con-

gress assembled. That the Medical Director, or Chief
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Medical officer of each army corps shall, under the

control of the Medical Director of the army to which

such army corps belongs, have the direction and

supervision of all ambulances, medicine, and other

wagons, horses, mules, harness, and other fixtures

appertaining thereto, and of all officers and men who

may be detailed or employed to assist him in the

management thereof, in the army corps in which he

may be serving.

"SEC. 2. And be itfurther, enacted, That the com-

manding officer of each army corps shall detail officers

and enlisted men for service in the Ambulance Corps

of such army corps, upon the following basis, viz., one

captain, who shall be commandant of said Ambulance

Corps ;
one first lieutenant for each division in such

army corps ;
one second lieutenant for each brigade

in such army corps ;
one sergeant for each regiment

in such army corps; three privates for each ambu-

lance, and one private for each wagon ;
and the offi-

cers and non-commissioned officers of the Ambulance

Corps shall be mounted : provided, that the officers,

non-commissioned officers, and privates so detailed for

each army corps shall be examined by a board of

Medical officers of such army corps as to their fitness

for such duty ;
and that such as are found to be not

qualified shall be rejected, and others detailed in their

stead.
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" SEC. 3. And be it fwiher enacted, That there

shall be allowed and furnished to each army corps

two-horse ambulances, upon the following basis, to

wit : three to each regiment of infantry of five hun-

dred men or more; two to each regiment of infantry

of more than two hundred and not less than five hun-

dred men or more
;
and one to each regiment of infan-

try of less than two hundred men
;
two to each

regiment of cavalry of five hundred men or more,

and one to each regiment of cavalry of less than

five hundred men
;
one to each battery of artillery,

to which battery of artillery it shall be permanently

attached
;
to the headquarters of each Army Corps

two such ambulances
;
and to each division train of

ambulances two army wagons ;
and ambulances shall

be allowed and furnished to divisions, brigades, and

commands not attached to any army corps upon the

same basis; and each ambulance shall be provided

with such number of stretchers and other appliances

as shall be prescribed by the Surgeon-General : Pro-

vided, that the ambulances and wagons herein men-

tioned shall be furnished, so far as practicable, from

the ambulances and wagons now in the service.

" SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That horse

and mule litters may be adopted or authorized by the

Secretary of War in lieu of ambulances, when judged

necessary, under such rules and regulations as may be
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prescribed by the Medical Director of each Army

Corps.
" SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the cap-

tain shall be the commander of all the ambulances,

medicine, and other wagons in the Corps, under the

immediate direction of the Medical Director or Chief

Medical officer of the Army Corps to which the Am-

bulance Corps belongs. He shall pay special atten-

tion to the condition of the ambulances, wagons,

horses, mules, harness, and other fixtures appertaining

thereto, and see that they are at all times in readiness

for service
;
that the officers and men of the Ambu-

lance Corps are properly instructed in their duties,

and that their duties are performed, and that the reg-

ulations which may be prescribed by the Secretary

of War or the Surgeon-General for the government of

the Ambulance Corps are strictly observed by those

under his command. It shall be his duty to institute

a drill in his Corps, instructing his men in the most

easy and expeditious manner of moving the sick and

wounded, and to require in all cases that the sick and

wounded shall be treated with gentleness and care,

and that- the ambulances and wagons are at all times

provided with attendants, drivers, horses, mules, and

whatever may be necessary for their efficiency ;
and it

shall be his duty also to see that the ambulances are

not used for any other purpose than that for which
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they are designed and ordered. It shall be the duty

of the Medical Director or Chief Medical officer of

the Army Corps, previous to a march, and previous to

and in time of action, or whenever it may be neces-

sary to use the ambulances, to issue the proper orders

to the captain for the distribution and management
of the same, for collecting the sick and wounded, and

conveying them to their destination. And it shall

be the duty of the captain faithfully and diligently

to execute such orders. And the officers of the Am-

bulance Corps, including the Medical Director, shall

make such reports, from time to time, as may be re-

quired by the Secretary of War, the Surgeon-General,

the Medical Director of the Army, or the command-

ing officer of the Corps in which they may be serving ;

and all reports to higher authority than the command-

ing officer of the Army Corps shall be transmitted

through the Medical Director of the Army to which

Army Corps belongs.
" SEC. 6. And be itfurther enacted, That the first

lieutenant assigned to the Ambulance Corps for a

division shall have complete control, under the cap-

tain of his corps and the Medical Director of the

Army Corps, of all the ambulances,, medicine and

other wagons, horses, mules, and men in that portion

of the Ambulance Corps. He shall be the acting

assistant quartermaster for that portion of the Ambu-
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lance Corps, and will receipt for and be responsible

for all the property belonging to it, and be held

responsible for any deficiency in any thing appertain-

ing thereto. He shall have a travelling cavalry forge,

a blacksmith, and a saddler, who shall be under his

orders, to enable him to keep his train in order. He

shall have authority to draw supplies from the depot

quartermaster, upon requisitions approved by the cap-

tain of his Corps, the Medical Director, and the com-

mander of the army corps to which he is attached.

It shall be his duty to exercise a constant supervision

over his train in every particular, and keep it at all

times ready for service.

" SEC. 7. And le itfurther enacted, That the second

lieutenant shall have command of the portion of the

Ambulance Corps for a brigade; and shall be under the

immediate orders of the first lieutenant
;
and he shall

exercise a careful supervision over the sergeants and

piivates assigned to the portion of the Ambulance

Corps for his brigade ;
and it shall be the duty of the

sergeants to conduct the drills and inspections of the

ambulances, under his orders, of their respective regi-

ments.

" SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the am-

bulances in the armies of the United States shall be

used only for the transportation of the sick and

wounded, and, in urgent cases only, for medical sup-
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plies, and all persons shall be prohibited from using

them or requiring them to be used for any other pur-

pose. It shall be the duty of the officers of the Am-

bulance Corps to report to the commander of the

army corps any violation of the provisions of this sec-

tion, or any attempt to violate the same. Any officer

who shall use an ambulance, or require it to be used,

for any other purpose than as provided in this sec-

tion, shall, for the first offence, be publicly repri-

manded by the commander of the army corps in which

he may be serving ; and, for the second offence, shall

be dismissed from the service.

" SEC. 9. A.nd be itfurther enacted, That no person,

except the proper Medical officers, or the officers, non-

commissioned officers, and privates of the Ambulance

Corps, or such persons as may be specially assigned

by competent military authority to duty with the

Ambulance Corps, for the occasion, shall be permitted

to take or accompany sick or wounded men to the

rear, either on the march or upon the field of

battle.

" SEC. 10. And ~be it further enacted, That the

officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the

Ambulance Corps shall be designated by such uniform

or in such manner as the Secretary of War shall deem

proper : provided, that officers and men may be re-

lieved from service in said corps, and others detailed
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to the same, subject to the examination provided in

the second section of this act, in the discretion of the

commanders of the armies in which they may be

serving.

"SEC. 11. And be itfurther enacted, That it shall

be the duty of the commander of the army corps to

transmit to the Adjutant-General the names and rank

of all officers and enlisted men, detailed for service in

the Ambulance Corps of such army corps, stating the

organization from which they may have been so

detailed
;
and if such officers and men belong to

volunteer organizations, the Adujant-General shall

thereupon notify the Governors of the several States

in which such organizations were raised, of their

detail for such service
;
and it shall be the duty of

the commander of the army corps to report to the

Adjutant-General, from time to time, the conduct and

behavior of the officers and enlisted men of the Am-

bulance Corps; and the Adjutant-General shall for-

ward copies of such reports, so far as they relate

to the officers and enlisted men of volunteer organiza-

tions, to the Governors of the States in which such

organizations were raised.

" SEC. 12. And be itfurther enacted. That nothing

in this act shall be construed to diminish or impair

the rightful authority of the commanders of armies,

army corps, or separate detachments, over the Medi-

12
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cal and other officers, and the non-commissioned offi-

cers and privates of their respective commands.

"
Approved, March 11, 1864."

In this law the number of ambulances and men is

not regulated by the number of regiments, but by
the number of men in a regiment, which is subject to

continual variation. The Medical Director cannot

know what transportation he has for the wounded

under such regulation. The number of ambulances

and attendants should be governed by the number

of regiments, and three to each one will not be too

many. The experience of the wounded on the south

side of the Rapidan, during the spring of 1864, con-

firmed the justice of my views. In addition to the

revision of the ambulance system, I arranged with

Brigadier-General Ingalls, Chief Quartermaster, that

all the army wagons mentioned in the order should

be under the exclusive control of the ambulance

officers, whom I also required to be responsible for

the tents, axes, etc., etc., used by the Medical Depart-

ment. By these means the Medical officers were

relieved from all care of this kind of property, and it

was at the same time removed from the control of

brigade and regimental quartermasters. This was a

very important matter, as it rendered the department,
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in a great measure, independent in its transporta-

tion.

I purchased flags, having the distinctive mark of

each corps in red, white, and blue, according to divi-

sion. These were carried at the head of each division

train of ambulances on the march, and were raised

over the division hospitals when in camp, or on the

battle-field. Small flags were provided for each Medi-

cal Director. I established a system of passes to the

ambulance trains, and for passage to general hos-

pitals; a copy of each permit will be found in the

Appendix.

On the 3d of September I carefully revised the

supply table, and issued a new one, which will be

found in the Appendix. About this time I made an

ineffectual attempt to have the Medical transportation

restored to the allowance of the autumn of 1862. I

am still of opinion that the allowance was not more

than sufficient
;
and it is absolutely necessary to the

efficiency of any department that its organization,

when once properly established, should be permanent.

How can the Medical Department of an army dis-

charge its responsible duties when it has not sufficient

transportation for its supplies ? The long marches

through heat and rain, and living on marching rations,

had caused symptoms of scurvy, shortly after we en-

camped for the summer, but they speedily disappeared
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after the use of fresli vegetables and bread, and the

lemons which the Medical Purveyor purchased by

my directions. The heat, bad water, and the miasma

of the low grounds along the Rappahannock, increased

to some extent the number of cases of fevers, but the

majority recovered, and in October these diseases

almost entirely ceased.

In the month of September there was much skir-

mishing by the cavalry (chiefly under Brigadier-Gen-

eral Buford), on the south side of the Rappahannock,

and in the direction of Culpepper Court House. And

about the middle of the month, the whole Army
moved to the vicinity of that town, the enemy re-

treating to the right bank of the Rapidan. Sharing

in the very general impression that a severe engage-

ment would take place upon our arrival in that sec-

tion of the country, I ordered the Medical Purveyor,

with his abundant supplies, to proceed to Culpepper,

placed the department in readiness for the anticipated

conflict, and so arranged it as to take care of the

wounded in the event of a battle, or move them

speedily to the rear, should military necessity require

such a course. No engagement took place, but on

the 9th of October the enemy was discovered moving
on our right, which compelled us to fall back to the

heights of Centreville. In this movement the Second

Corps had a sharp encounter, near Catlett's Station,
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with the enemy, in which the latter was repulsed.

Upon the arrival of the Army at Centreville, the

enemy retired, destroying the railroad as far as the

Rappahannock, upon which stream he remained until

early in November, when he was driven from it, and

again took up his position on the south side of the

Rapidan.

At this time portions of our troops had frequent

encounters with small bodies of the enemy, in which

there were few wounded. Nothing of particular in-

terest occurred in the Medical Department, now equal

to any emergency.

On the 24th of November the Army, without

resistance, crossed the Rapidan, to drive the enemy
from the position he held on that "dark and bloody

ground
"
the "Wilderness. Shortly after crossing the

river the Third Corps, under Major-General French,

was vigorously but unsuccessfully attacked by a large

body of the enemy. Here we had eight hundred

wounded, who, in spite of the inclement weather,

were well taken care of by Surgeon A. Chapel, U. S.

Volunteers, the Medical Director of that Corps.

The enemy was found posted on a range of hills,

on the west of Mine Run, on the eastern side of which

our Army was drawn up in line of battle. The posi-

tion of the enemy was strong by nature, and made
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still stronger by art, and had we attacked him, we

should in all probability have been unsuccessful.

Under these circumstances it required high moral

courage in a Commanding General to order a retreat
;

in Major-General Meade that courage was fortunately

found, and the Army retired, during the night of

December 1st, to its former camp on the north side of

the Rapidan. The weather was now very cold and

wet, and the troops being without shelter suffered

severely, several men on the line of skirmishers con-

fronting the enemy having been frozen to death.

When it was known where the corps would be posted

in the line of battle, the division hospitals, designated

by their flags, were made ready for the reception of

the wounded
;
and although the position of some of

the corps was frequently changed, the hospitals (also

changed) were well fitted up with straw, blankets,

and surgical appliances ;
most of them had fire-places,

built of sticks and mud, so that the wounded would

have been made quite comfortable.

Upon our return to camp, my attention was once

more given to the preservation of the health of the

troops, who, I saw, would be compelled to go into

winter quarters. My views on this matter have been

so fully given, that I refrain from further allusion to

the subject.
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The amount of brandy and whiskey used in the

Medical Department appeared to me excessive; it

led to hasty and therefore incomplete examination

of cases of disease. It is easy, in a case with a weak

pulse, to prescribe stimulants, and this practice

accords with the ideas of unprofessional persons, and

the cause of the disease is apt to overlooked. With

the view of confining the expenditure of these articles

to cases in which they were really required, I

directed reports of such issues to be sent me every

week, the form for which can be seen in the Appen-

dix. If any doubt arose as to the proper use of them

in any regiment, that command was at once inspected.

The issues of medical and surgical supplies to the

whole army were carefully examined in the Medical

Director's office every month, by which means I was

always informed of the state of supplies throughout

the department.

In the latter part of December I purchased a large

amount of jellies, fruits, and poultry for the use of the

sick, most of whom were kept with their commands,

and the hospitals were supplied daily with fresh

oysters.

At the close of 1863 the Army was in better

health than it had been since the Peninsular Cam-

paign ;
in July, 1862, it had a large percentage of

sick; the beginning of 1864 found it with a very
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small one if my memory be correct, about three per

cent.

During the summer and autumn the Cavalry had

frequent engagements with the enemy. The wounded

were carefully attended by Surgeon G. L. Pancoast,

U. S. Volunteers, who very successfully administered

the Medical Department of this Corps. The cavalry

service required Medical officers freely to expose

themselves, and Assistant-Surgeons McGill, Notson,

and Forwood, of the Kegular Army, and Surgeon

"Walborn of the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry,

were wounded in the storms of shot and shell which

they fearlessly encountered in their duties to the

wounded. It gives me very great pleasure to recall

the services of Hospital Steward Eobert Koldeway,

U. S. A., who was constantly with me. The intelli-

gence, alacrity, and zeal shown at all times by this

non-commissioned officer, in the discharge of the

laborious duties required of him in the Medical

Director's office, were worthy of all commendation.

It was evident that no military movements could

be made by either army, the season of the year would

effectually prevent them. The Medical Department

had been completely organized in all its branches, the

method of supplying had been changed, and so

arranged that Medical officers could be at all times

well provided ;
the field hospitals had been instituted,
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to the great advantage of the wounded; an ambulance

system had been established, which operated well.

Little more remained to be done, beyond the ordinary

routine of duties.

The Massachusetts troops in the Army of the

Potomac owe much to Surgeon-General Dale, of that

State, for the great care he displayed in the selection

of their Medical officers. His requirements were,

ability and attention to duty ;
and it would have been

well had such qualifications only been considered

everywhere, in the appointment of officers so impor-

tant to the well-being of an army.

In all my duties I received most valuable assist-

ance from Assistant-Medical Director Clements; his

unwearied industry, and unfailing devotion to duty,

and his ability, called forth my admiration, while his

kindness of heart and refinement of feeling awakened

a friendship that can never be broken.

Early in January, 1864, 1 was relieved, at my own

request, from the position of Medical Director, and

my connection with the Army of the Potomac ceased.

For eighteen months of arduous and eventful service,

I had
.
shared the varying fortunes of that gallant

Army, and formed many warm friendships with its

best and bravest, some of whom were not fated to

accompany their comrades, on many a bloody field, to
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the final triumph that purchased our peace, and re-

stored our Union.

But whether the grass grows over them, or they

are wanderers, far from the scene of their perils and

victories, those who labored together with but one

heart, in their country's hour of agony, will live

among the many memories that cluster around the

dear old Army of the Potomac.
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of the Potomac, for the month ending 1863.
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" It is a valuable addition to our knowledge of a region daily advancing in importance to the

rest of the world." New York Times.

c '
It is the best book of adventure in a strange country, and among strange people, that has

ever come under our notice." Troy Times.

"It contains more In regard to the "Western Coast than any book of the kind that has come under

our notice." Pittsburg Gazette.

" A volume of travel which approaches in character an encyclopaedia of geographical, scientific

social, architectural, and historical knowledge. The style of narration is classical and attractive."

Hartford Courant.

" With an eye not only to the wonders and beauties of nature, but also to the prominent

features of social life, and to civil affairs, he was enabled to collect a vast mass of interesting as well

as really useful information." New York Evangelist.

" The book is freshly and vigorously written, contains a vast amount of really valuable informa-

tion that is not to be had elsewhere, and is altogether the best work on South American matters

that has yet been given to the public." Baltimore Gazette.

" His description of the To-Semite valley, with its peaks, its domes, its sentinel columns, and its

wonderful waterfalls, far exceeds in minuteness, and equals in beauty, any we have ever read of

that greatest marvel of the western El Dorado. This description is amply worth the cost of the

book-" American Baptist.
" The book is the most extended and complete work of the kind that has yet appeared.'* Cin-

cinnati Gazette.
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" Such letters," says Lord Bacon,
" as are written from wise men, are, of all the

words of man, in my judgment the best
;
for they are more natural than orations and

public speeches, and more advised than conferences or private ones." The sources

of pleasure and instruction to be found in the private correspondence of eminent persons
have never been fully explained ;

much less have they been rendered accessible to the

bulk of the reading public. Our language abounds in letters which contain the most
vivid pictures of manners, and the most faithful and striking delineations of character,
which are full of wit, wisdom, fancy, useful knowledge, noble and pious sentiment."

Extractfrom Preface.
" The idea of this work is a happy one, and it has been well carried out by the ac-

complished editor. To concentrate in one compact volume the cream and marrow
of a hundred different letter-writers, whose epistles fill many hundred tomes, involved

the necessity of a course of reading so extensive that most people would shrink from

undertaking it
;
Dr. Holcombe, however, has accomplished the task, and here presents

us with the golden grain, winnowed from the masses of chaff that he has dared to en-

counter in his progress." New York Times.
*' This volume, which, by the way, is very handsomely issued in all respects is

constructed on a novel plan, with entire success. The work is divided into six books :

the first comprising
'
letters of gossip, society, and manners ;

' the second '

pleasantry,

sentiment, and fancy ;

' the third '

nature, art, and travel
;

' the fourth
' those of public

history ;

'

the fifth
'

literary biography, anecdote, and criticism
;

' and the sixth ' moral

and devotional reflection.' Thus it will be seen that we have here the most interest-

ing topics of life, treated of not in the cold form of essay, but in special letters written

warm from one mind to another. All the great letter-writers in our language are rep-

resented whose names are ' household words.'
" Boston Journal.

" This is one of the most charming books in the language. Dr. Holcombe has

taken the most sprightly, racy, readable letters, abounding in wit, fancy, anecdote, al-

lusions to men, women, and events just the reading that intelligent, cultivated people
most admire. It is issued in beautiful dress, and will easily find its way to the hands

of thousands of delighted readers." New York Observer.
" This is an extremely interesting work, and gives an insight into the private thoughts

and feelings of some of the greatest authors and prominent men and women of the last

century. The sources of pleasure and instruction to be found in the private corre-

spondence of eminent persons, have never been fully explored, much less have they been

rendered accessible to the bulk of the reading public. His task has been a laborious

one, and eminently successful. We commend the volume as a valuable addition to the

list of American publications, and worthy a place in the library of every household."

St. Louis Press.



D. APPLETON & GO:S PUBLICATIONS.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MRS. SIGOURNEY.

LETTERS OF LIFE
By MES. L. H. SIGOURNEY.
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" This handsome volume is an autobiography of the authoress, addressed in the form

of letters to her cherished friend, Mrs. Caroline Washburne, at whose suggestion they

were commenced, and to whom the work, completed by a sketch of Mrs. Sigourney's

last days, is dedicated by her daughter. Of all Mrs. Sigourney's numerous works, it is

probably the one destined to endure the longest." New York Times.

" One of the pleasantest of Mrs. Sigourney's works has been reserved to appear

posthumously, with the above title, and to delight the many admirers of our Hartford

poetess. These letters have nothing of the epistolary form but the name, and consti-

titute an autobiography the most charming we have ever read. Mrs. Sigourney por-

trays the incidents, feelings, and actions of her life from the earliest recollections, giving

the whole the fascination of a story added to the spirit of truthful narration which per-

vades the book." Hartford Courant.

" One of the purest characters as well as one of the most noteworthy among early

American writers was Mrs. Sigourney. In days a good while gone by, her volumes

were an almost resistless attraction. This volume, compiled by her daughter, is one of

rare interest. Its home pictures are charming, its reminiscences fairly sparkle, while its

literary merits are of high order. The *
Letters of Life

'

will be read eagerly and with

delight by thousands." Christian Advocate.

" This is one of the most attractive books of the kind which has issued from the

press this many a day. Written in her charming style, the review of the past fifty

years, from her position, is absorbingly interesting. She begins with describing her

early years, giving an account of her Teachers, her First Journey, Household Employ-

ments, her Love and Marriage, her Literary Labors, associates, and publications."
Boston Recorder.

" These '

letters,' written by the gifted and useful pen of Mrs. Sigourney, will be,

we are inclined to think, the most enduring of her works. They give most interesting

and profitable interior views of domestic life, embracing in their survey a kind of

biography of their author, interspersed with choice specimens of her literary and poeti-

cal productions, and many amusing reminiscences of her long and industrious life."

New York Observer.
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AUTHOR OP "GLIMPSES OF HISTOET."

One large volume, 8vo. Elegantly printed on thick tinted paper, embellished with
a steel portrait of Henry the Fifth, and a fac-simile of his autograph.

Cloth. Price, $5.00.

"This very attractive volume is a most valuable contribution to our historical and

biographical literature, and will be read with great interest. The author fully under-

stands his subject, and the times of which he writes, and has given us a work which,
while it has all the fascination and interest of romance, consists of sober, veritable

facts. But few works of the kind have been published for a long time that deserve a

wider circulation." Boston Journal.
" This History describes a remarkable reign hi England. It was at the period when

Western Europe was passing out of feudalism and crystallizing about monarchical insti-

tutions. The military glory of England was at its zenith. The Reformation of Wick-

liffe was paving the way for further revolutions in Church forms. Mr. Towle has pre-

pared this History with care and fidelity, and has drawn a character which has had few

imitators among the occupants of the British throne." New York Commercial Ad-

vertiser.

" The author of this work has sought to fill a vacant space in history. There is no

reliable history of Henry the Fifth of England extant. This historian has added an

interesting and valuable contribution to the number of those works which have been

written by Americans to illustrate periods in modern history." New York Observer.

" The portion of history which he has chosen to illustrate is one of the most ro-

mantic and interesting in all the long story of English progress. It is replete with ad-

venture, sentiments, heroic character, and deeds, great battles and momentous convul-

sions of States. It is singular how little is known of this magnificent reign ;
how much

that is new to us there is in the work before us, which ought to be familiar as house-

hold words , Certainly Mr. Towle has had rare success in so presenting every subject and

event, that there is a glow on his pages which might lead us to believe we were penis

ing a contemporary narrative. The succession of events is drawn with a dramatic

force which almost ranks the author with the best historians of the time." Boston

Post.
" The materials for this interesting volume are gathered from the writings of those

who lived in his tune and soon after, and who treated of the king in treating of other

subjects. The book is ably written, and profoundly interesting. Its value to the

library cannot be estimated." Rochester Union.














